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Thanks to all contributors, I hope you enjoy reading The
at theGGwmaot gan 6Recomd20 26, owheinc hf oirs bnooowk i ng her e -]

Q
We produce -GlhaemoGweannt 60Rews F d et er t wi ce per year, and alﬁtl
inf o@sewbriefc .yoorug.wwokul d | i ke to contribute to the next edi

H
El aine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor) IS

Future of -Glhaeamdmweaan Becorder
Newsl etter

We are currently assessing the appetite for this newsl et

We have ndetreactédnteavtg! etters (with articles formatted to a

have become | ess popuinaerwswietth etrtse (ieman é asevidafh déori ef art|
articles in a web browser format). We want to ensure we
f or mat to service the recorders of Gwent antheswshbhebt gan.
format for one or both our biannual i ssues.

We are currently seeking feedback on this decision Vvie
compl eting thide®dmbott éloy mcomnt acting us by your prefer
details on back page of newsletter).
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOF0Debr8ORbVDaI5R6TpXymYtIxK3udZ9JFNLMweZMtQUGA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=103644166083116878020

DE® sewsrec)

SOUTH EAST WALES BIODIVERSITY RECORDS CENTRE
CANOLFAN GOFNODION BIOAMRYWIAETH DE DDWYRAIN CYMRU

GWENT-GLAMORGAN
~ RECORDERS FORUM 2026 =+

Saturday 3ist January 2026
10am-4pm

Coleg y Cymoedd
Nantgarw

Book a free space here:
https:/ Iggrf26.eventbrite.co.uk

SEWBReC Member shi p and Gover

SEWBReC member ship is open to anyone with whom a working
groups and partner organisations). | f you would | i keaptpd ib
cation form

The SEWBReC board of Directors is drawn from our me mber s h
vice and support to the CEO and staff.

Current SEWBReC boStrav e fBdliahoawerr sGCChair), Alison Jones (
Stinchcombe, Andy Karran, Alex Wilson, David Lee, Kirsty

Obser Keren Wil ki nson.

Company SeRerbeetcacr ay-DWrvii gelst.



https://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Membership_Application_form_v2.3_(26_May_2022).doc
https://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Membership_Application_form_v2.3_(26_May_2022).doc
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2026-tickets-1932901082169?aff=oddtdtcreator
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New S-emug FodWerlds h nPyr enee

Coal Spoil Connections Teiaime Bugl)fe websi

buglife

While the Pyrenees mountain range between Spain anc
Val |l eys, these two | andscapes share more than just
recent years, a surprising number offofrl iadfHhithlaer s kisre
di scovered in South Wales. Among them are species
species such as €han oBgeodndap u daall éeandste-1 & iCly ITiwvodr oi ul Jus
millipedes, SArliuorni acnf )S,ofid g aSol Riygr §$ Aan oDu Ky TIB&Eag i ir e

|l ed some | ocal invertebrate s®/elcs al PE\Ntosn ¢ @serti caknroa ne
has joined this remar kalblseml | smaxt)pgr Ppaeceoesan Semi

I n January 2025, Buglife Conservation Officers Liar
spoi l around the former Fforchwen Pit and Cwfhtaman
encountered sevselabsuono$aami | samito them.

These-ssemis were shown to mal acol ogi stdMuws eBiertn WRad wesso
confirmed their i dentsiltuyg,asa tshpee cRyrse rkensorwnSemi | r el &
before recorded in Britain.

Since that initiflugibBaoveegn fthend eimi sever al ot he
LIl wnfi Valley near Maesteg, and even as far north a

How did it get here?

The origin -9sfughpsespulsa&mmions in Wales remains wuncer
were unintentionally introduced from continental
i mportation of iron ore from the Basque Country, pa


https://www.buglife.org.uk/news/new-semi-slug-found-in-welsh-pyrenees/

Bet ween the |l ate 19th andfaenadr | ¢ s p2elctiha | ¢figi nnifuoruitebsd, Wht

>

ties of iron ore from nortigarad i $yaihreemaThe eBi |
er. British steel makers even invested direct]l
hat ti me, South Wales was a major centre for
rves. However, | ocal iron oHge awas oofe ffeloant iSpaly
ugh Wel sh ports, such as Cardi ff andéd Nepowpoirhl e
sms | i ke -$shegPywyere@aeaanciSeéennt ally transported a
we may never know for sure how these Pohriadmdean
the |l egacies oomhkesr fondoserifalscpaating story
oked newcomers, these elusive creatures remin

-mant invoen a n d -ni antviavsei vsep encoine s

me as u

, 000 plants and animals have been introduced

ansatnore species. Most dr5& hsgrrmlaas sa,n db wbtercatnev a

s which harm wildlife and the environment, a
and way of |ife.

t he pathway #fsolrugt hnea yP ynreevheera nb eSekrmiown it serve

es must be improved to protect native speci e:

ut mor & avibo kt oBiwsd ININfSeur c.ampaign pages

more about the di s<Sdwgry nofBasidari®ly ®amne.an Semi


https://www.buglife.org.uk/campaigns/potwatch/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/391816020_First_records_of_Semilimax_pyrenaicus_Stylommatophora_Vitrinidae_in_Britain

Clearfell: jJust one stage 1in

Colin Titcombe

During the 1970s and early 1980s | worked for th&oFes¢ts!
cyéHes to start somewhere | wil.l begin with the clearfel
ni fers
This is followed by the planting of young trees and, s uk
harvested, either for Christmas trees imoisdebigeaseaohedol
foll owing years more trees are harvested as required unt
felling once more, and the cycle is completed.
Each stage of the cycle has its characteristic range of
breeding birds as Raven,
Sparrowhawk, Goshawk and
these trees. Ot her spec
fares, Tawny Oowl s and
known to roost in the ev
The clearfell stage is. .t
porary i nhabitants such
Nightjars which will né€&s
When the young coinhifekeat
-st @dgbe | ikes of Gol dcre
ot her smal | finches Wifl
wi tnessed i n Went wood wF
time there, so wild.l D o i
QX
As the young trees grow
er birds wild.l move in @n
turity and the clearfel]l
No

= Ve

eaffel nt wood Forest photographed from a sm



During tmammpri mpgeriod of 22 0 v 2 — -\
tored the initial st ages %S 7 ' i ™
tion on our | ocal area o :

during late 2024 and ear | S8

noted that the main plant

ferns, especiall Ppr Bopter iB

th. The next obvious col o

June, it being Clkr mbiocagpA

vicul.at a

On the peripheral areas e

Garlic MUdtiamrd a( pneatsi od Bt

good news ftdrp @®@ruangee flie

angtei p was -lseywinnggagn t he
this species on the 26th

As f ar as ani mal col oni s

notable insect here was

seen regularly throughout - X"
species was seen at one t Tree Pipit nest with
probably the sap isstswmmpmsg amwdom the tree

damaged branches |l yseg bdawthe ground [

Naturalist No. 1 Butt]lerflies by E. B. Ford, page 94

As the spring turned into summer a very obvious

Wood Awotr m{ cl)a prudsasence was found in the

|l i mited areas that | was able to explore. Foll owing tree
-felling branches were |l eft |ying on the ground, ma k -
ing a safe exploration of the area al most i mpossi bl e.
Up unt i | the end of July the only nests | ocated were
four in number, al | situated within a few metres of
each other.

As | write these notes | ate in August the next maj or
pl ant col oni ser is making an obvious entry into the

ar ®&8r amRlubu@Ec) spWhat comes next will/l be

reveal ed over the coming year s.

Tree Pipit



