
   

 

Gwent-Glamorgan 
Recordersõ Newsletter 
Issue 33 
Autumn 2025  



 2 

 

New app uses lichens to reveal nitrogen pollution levels across UK 3 

New Semi-slug Found in ôWelsh Pyreneesõ 4-5 

Clearfell: just one stage in the forestry cycle 6-7 

Engaging farmers in moth monitoring to support biodiversity  8-9 

Introducing Poll-A-Gen: measuring insect genomes over time 10-11 

New finds in Monmouthshire VC35 12-13 

The Fungus Verification Consultation Project 14-16 

Badumna longinqua (L. Koch, 1867) an Australian Spider Established Outside in Britain 16-17 

From Windowsill to Record of the Week: A Chance Encounter with Ichneumon sarcitorius 18 

New Species to South East Wales 19 

SEWBReC Recording Grant 20 

SEWBReC Loan Scheme 20 

Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Forum Invitation 21 

SEWBReC Membership and Governance 21 

Croeso to the 33rd edition of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter!  

 

Thanks to all contributors, I hope you enjoy reading their articles as much as I have. We hope to see many of you 

at the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Forum 2026, which is now open for booking here. 

We produce the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ Newsletter twice per year, and articles are always welcome. Email 
info@sewbrec.org.uk if you would like to contribute to the next edition.  

Elaine Wright, SEWBReC (Editor) 
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Future of the Gwent-Glamorgan Recordersõ 
Newsletter 
We are currently assessing the appetite for this newsletter to continue in the current format.  

We have noted that òprint styleó newsletters (with articles formatted to allow printing / reading magazine style) 

have become less popular with the increase of e-newsletters (emails with brief article summaries and links to full 
articles in a web browser format). We want to ensure we are providing news in the best and most appropriate 

format to service the recorders of Gwent and Glamorgan, and are considering switching to an e-newsletter 
format for one or both our biannual issues.  

We are currently seeking feedback on this decision via an online survey; please express your opinion by 
completing this 5 minute form: feedback form or by contacting us by your preferred route (find our contact 

details on back page of newsletter). 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2026-tickets-1932901082169?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOF0Debr8ORbVDaI5R6TpXymYtIxK3udZ9JFNLMweZMtQUGA/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=103644166083116878020


 3 

 

SEWBReC Membership and Governance 
 

SEWBReC membership is open to anyone with whom a working relationship exists (including individual recorders, local 
groups and partner organisations). If you would like to become a member of SEWBReC, please complete and return an appli-
cation form.  

The SEWBReC board of Directors is drawn from our membership and steers the development of the company, providing ad-
vice and support to the CEO and staff.  

Current SEWBReC board of Directors: Steve Bolchover (Chair), Alison Jones (Vice Chair), Stuart Bain (Treasurer), Kate 
Stinchcombe, Andy Karran, Alex Wilson, David Lee, Kirsty Lloyd.  

Observers: Karen Wilkinson.  

Company Secretary: Rebecca Wright-Davies.  

https://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Membership_Application_form_v2.3_(26_May_2022).doc
https://www.sewbrec.org.uk/upload/library/SEWBReC_Membership_Application_form_v2.3_(26_May_2022).doc
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gwent-glamorgan-recorders-forum-2026-tickets-1932901082169?aff=oddtdtcreator
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New Semi-slug Found in ôWelsh Pyreneesõ 
Coal Spoil Connections Team, Buglife (originally posted on the Buglife website) 

 

While the Pyrenees mountain range between Spain and France may seem worlds away from the South Wales 
Valleys, these two landscapes share more than just rugged terrain, a maritime climate, and high rainfall. In 
recent years, a surprising number of flightless invertebrates with Pyrenean originsñor affinitiesñhave been 
discovered in South Wales. Among them are species of millipede, slug, harvestmen and woodlice, including 
species such as the Beddau Beast (Cranogona dalensi) and Welsh Two-tail (Cylindroiulus pyrenaicus) 
millipedes, Silurian Soil Slug (Arion cf. fagophilus), and Pyrenean Dusky Slug (Arion cf. iratii). Their presence has 
led some local invertebrate specialists to nickname the region the ôWelsh Pyreneesõ. Now, yet another species 
has joined this remarkable list: the Pyrenean Semi-slug (Semilimax pyrenaicus). 

In January 2025, Buglife Conservation Officers Liam Olds and Carys Romney were exploring reclaimed colliery 
spoil around the former Fforchwen Pit and Cwmaman Colliery near Aberdare in Rhondda Cynon Taf ð they 
encountered several unusual semi-slugs unfamiliar to them. 

These semi-slugs were shown to malacologist Dr Ben Rowson of Amgueddfa Cymru ð Museum Wales, who 
confirmed their identity as the Pyrenean Semi-slug, a species known in Ireland for over a century but never 
before recorded in Britain. 

Since that initial discovery, the semi-slug has been found in several other locations in the Cynon Valley, in the 
Llwnfi Valley near Maesteg, and even as far north as Ceunant Cynfal in Eryri / Snowdonia National Park. 
 

How did it get here? 

The origin of these semi-slug populations in Wales remains uncertain, but one plausible theory is that they 
were unintentionally introduced from continental Europe. One possible route relates to the historical 
importation of iron ore from the Basque Country, part of the western Pyrenees. 

tȅǊŜƴŜŀƴ {ŜƳƛ-ǎƭǳƎ ϭ [ƛŀƳ hƭŘǎ 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/news/new-semi-slug-found-in-welsh-pyrenees/
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Between the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the UKñand especially South Walesñimported large 
quantities of iron ore from northern Spain. The Bilbao region, rich in high-quality hematite, became a major 
supplier. British steelmakers even invested directly in Spanish mining operations to secure a steady ore supply. 

At that time, South Wales was a major centre for iron and steel production, thanks to its abundant coal 
reserves. However, local iron ore was of relatively low quality, so higher-grade ore from Spain was shipped in 
through Welsh ports, such as Cardiff and Newport. With this volume of maritime trade, itõs possible that 
organisms like the Pyrenean Semi-slug were accidentally transported alongside the ore. 

While we may never know for sure how these Pyrenean invertebrates arrived in Wales, their presence ð hidden 
among the legacies of our industrial past ð makes for one fascinating story. Whether historic stowaways or 
overlooked newcomers, these elusive creatures remind us how deeply nature and history are intertwined. 
 

A note on non-native and invasive non-native species 

Over 2,000 plants and animals have been introduced to Britain from all over the world by people. These are 
known as non-native species. Most are harmless, but around 10-15% spread and become invasive non-native 
species which harm wildlife and the environment, are costly to the economy and can even impact on our 
health and way of life. 

While the pathway for the Pyrenean Semi-slug may never be known it serves as a reminder that biosecurity 
measures must be improved to protect native species and prevent the risk of invasive species spreading. To 
find out more about Buglifeõs work on INNS, visit our campaign pages. 

 

Read more about the discovery of the Pyrenean Semi-Slug in Britain on ResearchGate. 

tȅǊŜƴŜŀƴ {ŜƳƛ-ǎƭǳƎ ϭ [ƛŀƳ hƭŘǎ 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/campaigns/potwatch/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/391816020_First_records_of_Semilimax_pyrenaicus_Stylommatophora_Vitrinidae_in_Britain
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Clearfell: just one stage in the forestry cycle 
Colin Titcombe 

 

During the 1970s and early 1980s I worked for the Forestry Commission, mostly in Wentwood Forest. Since the ôforestry 
cycleõ has to start somewhere I will begin with the clearfell, which involves the felling and harvesting of the mature co-
nifers 

This is followed by the planting of young trees and, subsequently, the tending of these young trees until the first crop is 
harvested, either for Christmas trees in the case of some evergreen conifers, or when the ôpole-stageõ is reached. In the 
following years more trees are harvested as required until, eventually, the trees remaining are mature enough for clear-
felling once more, and the cycle is completed.  

Each stage of the cycle has its characteristic range of wildlife associates. In the mature stage of conifer growth such 
breeding birds as Raven, Common Buzzard, 
Sparrowhawk, Goshawk and Crossbill nest in 
these trees. Other species (Redwings, Field-
fares, Tawny Owls and Hawfinches) are 
known to roost in the evergreen species. 

The clearfell stage is typified by new and tem-
porary inhabitants such as Tree Pipits and 
Nightjars which will nest there on the ground. 

When the young conifers arrive at the ôthicket
-stageõ the likes of Goldcrests, Redpolls and 
other small finches will nest in them and, as 
witnessed in Wentwood Forest during my 
time there, so will Dormice. 

As the young trees grow taller a range of oth-
er birds will move in until the trees reach ma-
turity and the clearfelling takes place again.  

A clearfell area in Wentwood Forest photographed from a small plane 
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During the spring-summer period of 2025 I moni-
tored the initial stages of plant and animal colonisa-
tion on our local area of clearfell which took place 
during late 2024 and early 2025. On the 2nd March I 
noted that the main plant colonisers at that time were 
ferns, especially Broad Buckler Fern (Dryopteris dilata-
ta). The next obvious coloniser was noted on the 20th 
June, it being Climbing Corydalis (Ceratocapnos cla-
viculata).  

On the peripheral areas especially, the early growth of 
Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata) was abundant ð 
good news for Orange-tip Butterflies. In fact, an Or-
ange-tip was seen egg-laying on the young plants of 
this species on the 26th April.  

As far as animal colonisation is concerned, the first 
notable insect here was Peacock Butterfly which was 
seen regularly throughout April. At least two of this 
species was seen at one time and the attraction was 
probably the sap issuing from the tree-stumps and 
damaged branches lying on the ground [see New 
Naturalist No. 1 Butterflies by E. B. Ford, page 94]. 

As the spring turned into summer a very obvious 
Wood Ant (Formica rufa) presence was found in the 
limited areas that I was able to explore. Following tree
-felling branches were left lying on the ground, mak-
ing a safe exploration of the area almost impossible. 
Up until the end of July the only nests located were 
four in number, all situated within a few metres of 
each other.  

As I write these notes late in August the next major 
plant coloniser is making an obvious entry into the 
area ð Bramble (Rubus sp.). What comes next will be 
revealed over the coming years. 

 

Tree Pipit nest with eggs and early stage young 

A Nightjar on its nest 

Tree Pipit nest with young 


