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Introduction and background 

It was back in 1978 that Arthur Chater promoted the idea that every vice-county should produce a 

document detailing the rare and scarce plants. Wales was the first country to produce a register for each 

vice-county. These reference works are intended to be used by the statutory agencies and local authorities 

when considering future planning in their areas. 

Although the Rare Plant Register in Monmouthshire was updated in 2023, more information on the status 

and distribution of rare and scarce species merits another update. Moreover, new species have been 

discovered in the vice-county since 2023 and there have been recently found records of several species 

from before The Flora was published.  

This 2025 version of the Monmouthshire Rare Plant Register (RPR) supersedes the three earlier versions of 

2007 (Evans), 2019 (Tyler & Wood) and 2023 (Tyler & Wood).  

Criteria for inclusion in the Rare Plant Register 

Section one includes species that are native or archaeophytes that are: 

1. Rare in v.c.35, i.e. having three or fewer tetrad records in the vice-county post 2000 

2. Scarce in v.c.35, i.e. occurring in 10 or fewer tetrads post 2000 

3. Rare (i.e. recorded in fewer than 15 hectads from 2000-2019) or scarce (occurring in 16-100 

hectads from 2000-2019) in Great Britain as a whole 

4. Threatened in either GB or Wales or both. Threat categories using the IUCN designations are: 

Extinct EX, Extinct in the Wild EW, Regionally Extinct RE, Critically Endangered CR, Endangered EN, 

Vulnerable V, Near Threatened NT, Least Concern LC, Waiting List WL and Data Deficient DD 

5. Where Wales holds a significant percentage of the GB population or the species is at the edge of its 

range in Wales or the GB as a whole 

For the purposes of this register tetrad records have been used instead of Wells sites. 

The data for the species that have a Welsh or GB threat status but not scarce in v.c.35 are included and 

represented with a map. Some species that are scarce in the vice-county are also represented with a map 

to highlight their distribution. Some scarce hybrids such as the Epilobium hybrids have been omitted as 

they arise as spontaneous hybrids from year to year and are data deficient nationally and locally. The Rubus 

and Taraxacum genera are also not included due to the deficiency of data at the present time. 

In the tables, pre 2000 records are represented in grey and post 2000 are in black. No pre 1970 records 

have been included. Since the advent of the new Plant Atlas 2020 some species have been reclassified e.g. 

Aconitum napellus is now a neophyte although there are sites within Monmouthshire where it appears to 

be native. There is still some doubt over the status of some species that may be native in some parts of 

Britain and neophytes in others.  
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The following species that appeared in the 2019 RPR had been removed from the 2023 version as they now 

occur in more than 10 tetrads: Agrimonia procera, Alchemilla xanthochlora, Anthyllis vulneraria, Apium 

graveolens, Callitriche brutia and C. obtusangula, Catapodium marinum, Centaurium pulchellum, Cyperus 

longus, Genista tinctoria, Geranium rotundifolium, Malva arborea, Myosotis ramosissima, Nuphar lutea, 

Potamogeton perfoliatus, P. pusillus, Ranunculus aquatilis, R. fluitans, R. peltatus, R. sardous, Reseda lutea, 

Sagina maritima, Salicornia ramossissima, Salix repens, Senecio sylvaticus, Silene x hampeana, Sparganium 

emersum, Thalictrum flavum, Urtica urens and Vicia sylvatica. 

This 2025 version excludes several other species for which we now have more than 10 records from 

different sites. For example, Erodium maritimum ό{Ŝŀ {ǘƻǊƪΩǎ-bill), Salix purpurea (Purple Willow), the 

hybrid Salix x smithiana (Broad-leaved Osier) the hybrid rose Rosa x irregularis and the hybrid orchid 

Dacytylorhiza x grandis have been removed. The Chalk Fragrant-orchid Gymnadenia conopsea has also 

been removed because it had been discovered that all the Fragrant-orchids in v.c.35 are Gymnadenia 

densiflora (Marsh Fragrant-orchid). 

Salix triandra (Almond Willow) was overlooked in previous versions but is now included here. Other species 

have been added because they have now been found in v.c.35. These new additions include Sorbus 

wyensis, recently described as a new species confined to the Lower Wye Valley, and Rorippa islandica 

(Northern Yellow-cress) as well as several neophytes (see page 214). 
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Allium oleraceum Field Garlic   Garlleg y Maes .......................................14 
Alopecurus aequalis Orange Foxtail  Cynffonwellt Melyngoch ........................15 
Alopecurus bulbosus Bulbous Foxtail  Cynffonwellt Oddfog ..............................16 
Alopecurus x brachystylus Meadow Foxtail x Marsh Foxtail    ..............................................................16 
Althaea officinalis Marsh-mallow  Hocysen y Morfa ....................................17 
Anacamptis morio Green-winged Orchid  Tegeirian y Waun ...................................18 
Anchusa arvensis Bugloss  [ƭȅǎƛŀΩǊ-gwnd y Tir Âr ..............................19 
Anthemis cotula Stinking Chamomile  /ŀƳƴΩǊ /Ȃn ...........................................20 
Armeria maritima Thrift  Clustog Fair ............................................21 
Artemisia maritima Sea Wormwood  Wermod y Môr ......................................22 
Asplenium marinum  Sea Spleenwort  Duegredynenarfor .................................23 
Asplenium trichomanes 

    subsp. pachyrachis Maidenhair  Spleenwort  Duegredynen Gwallt y Forwyn ...............24 
Asplenium viride Green Spleenwort  Duegredyneen Werdd ............................25 
Astragalus glycophyllos Wild Liquorice  Llaethwyg Licoris....................................26 
Atriplex glabriuscula .ŀōōƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ hǊŀŎƘŜ  Llygwyn Tywod ......................................27 
Atriplex glabriuscula  

    x prostrata A hybrid Orache   Llygwyn Groesryw ..................................27 
Atriplex littoralis Grass-leaved Orache  Llygwyn Arfor.........................................28 
Atriplex longipes Long-stalked Orache  Llygwyn Hirgoes .....................................28 
Atriplex x gustafssoniana Kattegat Orache  Llygwyn Kattegat ...................................29 
Atropa belladonna Deadly Nightshade  Codwarth ...............................................30 
Avenula (Helicotrichon) 

    pubescens Downy Oat-grass  Ceirchwelltd Blewog ..............................31 
Bidens cernua Nodding Bur-marigold  Graban Gogwydd ...................................32 
Blitum (Chenopodium) 

    bonus-henricus Good King Henry  [ƭȅǎƛŀǳΩǊ DǿǊŘŀ ......................................33 
Botrychium lunaria Moonwort  Lloe-redynen..........................................34 
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass  Breichwellt y Calch .................................35 
Brassica oleracea 

    subsp. oleracea  Cabbage  Bresychen Wyllt .....................................35 
Briza minor Lesser Quaking Grass  Crydwellt Bach .......................................36 
Bromopsis benekenii Lesser Hairy Brome  Ypawrwellt Blewog Lleiaf .......................36 
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome  Pawrwellt Talsyth ..................................37 
Bromus secalinus Rye Brome  Pawrwellt Bach ......................................38 
Bupleurum tenuissimum {ƭŜƴŘŜǊ IŀǊŜΩǎ-ear  Paladr Trwyddo Eiddilddail .....................39 
Butomus umbellatus Flowering-rush  Brwyn Blodeuog.....................................40 
Calystegia sepium 

    ǎǳōǎǇΦ ǊƻǎŜŀǘǳƳ Hedge Bindweed  Tacglys y Perth .......................................41 

Campanula patula Spreading Bellflower  Clychlys Ymledol ....................................42 
Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower  Clychlys Dail Danadl ...............................43 
Cardamine impatiens Narrow-leaved Bitter-cress  Berwr Chwerw Culddail ..........................44 
Carduus tenuiflorus Slender Thistle  Ysgallen Flodfain ....................................45 
Carex acuta Slender Tufted-sedge  Hesgen Tywysennau Main/Meinion .......46 
Carex arenaria Sand Sedge  Hesgen y Tywod .....................................46 
Carex digitata Fingered Sedge  Hesgen Fyseddog ...................................47 
Carex distans Brown Sedge  Hesgen Blodau Pell ................................48 
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Carex divulsa subsp. leersi Many-leaved Sedge  Hesgen Lwyd..........................................48 
Carex elata Tufted Sedge  Hesgen Duswog .....................................49 
Carex elongata Elongated Sedge  Hesgen Hir .............................................49 
Carex lepidiocarpa (C. viridula) Long-stalked Yellow-sedge  Hesgen Felen .........................................50 
Carex montana Soft-leaved Sedge  Hesgen Feddal .......................................50 
Carex pseudocyperus Cyperus Sedge  Hesgen Gynffonnog ...............................51 
Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge  Hesgen Ylfinfain .....................................52 
Carex vesicaria Bladder-sedge  Hesgen Chwysigennaidd ........................53 
Carex x boenninghauseniana A hybrid Sedge  Hesgen Groesryw ...................................54 
Carex x fulva A hybrid Sedge  Hesgen Groesryw ...................................54 
Carex x involuta A hybrid Sedge  Hesgen Groesryw ...................................54 
Carex x pseudoaxillaris A hybrid Sedge   Hesgen Groesryw ..................................54 
Catabrosa aquatica Whorl-grass  Brigwellt Troellennog .............................55 
Centunculus minimus Chaffweed  Gwlyddyn-mair Bach ..............................55 
Cerastium diffusum Sea Mouse-ear  Clust-y-llygoden Arfor ............................56 
Ceratophyllum submersum Soft Hornwort  Cyrnddail Meddal...................................56 
Chara contraria  Opposite Stonewort  ..............................................................57 
Chara globularia Fragile Stonewort  ..............................................................57 
Chara vulgaris Common Stonewort  ..............................................................58 
Chenopodiastrum hybridum   Maple-leaved Goosefoot  Troed-yr-ȂȅŘŘ 5ŀƛƭ aŀǎŀǊƴ....................58 
Circaea x intermedia ¦ǇƭŀƴŘ 9ƴŎƘŀƴǘŜǊΩǎ Nightshade Llysia-Steffan yr Ucheldir   ......................59 
Cirsium eriophorum Woolly Thistle  Ysgallen Wlanog.....................................60 
Clinopodium acinos Basil Thyme   Brenhinllys y Maes .................................60 
Clinopodium ascendens Common Calamint  Brenhinllys .............................................61 
Clinopodium  

    (Calamintha) nepeta Lesser Calamint  Brenhinllys Bach ....................................61 
Colchicum autumnale Meadow Saffron   Saffrwm y Ddôl ......................................62 
Comarum (Potentilla) palustre Marsh Cinquefoil  Pumnalen-y-gors ....................................63 
Convallaria majalis Lily-of-the-valley  [ƛƭƛΩǊ 5ȅŦŦǊȅƴƴƻŜŘŘ .................................64 
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn  Draenen Wen Lefn .................................65 
Crepis paludosa aŀǊǎƘ IŀǿƪΩǎ-beard  Gwalchlys-y-gors ....................................65 
Crithmum maritimum Rock Samphire  Corn-ŎŀǊǿΩǊ aƾǊ ....................................66 
Cyperus longus Galingale  Ysnoden-Fair ..........................................67 
Cystopteris fragilis Brittle Bladder-fern  Ffiolredynen Frau ...................................68 
Dactylorhiza incarnata  

    subsp. incarnata An Early Marsh-orchid  Tegeirian-y-gors Cynnar .........................69 
Dactylorhiza praetermissa  

    var. junialis Leopard Marsh-orchid  Tegeirian-y-gors Deheuol  ......................70 
Dactylorhiza x hallii A hybrid Orchid  Tegeirian-y-gors .....................................70 
Dianthus armeria  Deptford Pink  Penigany y Perfydd ................................71 
Diphasiastrum alpinum Alpine Clubmoss  Cnwp-fwsogl Alpaidd .............................72 
Diplotaxis tenuifolia Perennial Wall-rocket  Roced-y-muriau Meinddail .....................72 
Drimochloa (Festuca) altissima Wood Fescue  Peiswellt-y-coed ....................................73 
Dryopteris cambrensis Narrow Male-fern  Marchredgnen Euraid ............................73 
Eleocharis multicaulis Many-stalked Spike-rush  Ysbigfrwynen Gadeiriog .........................74 
Eleocharis quinqueflora Few-flowered Spike-rush  Ysbigfrwynen Goch ................................74 
Eleocharis uniglumis Slender Spike-rush  Ysbigfrwyn un Cibyn...............................75 
Eleogiton fluitans  Floating Club-rush  Clwbfrwynen Arnofiol ............................75 
Epipactis leptochila Narrow-lipped Helleborine  Y Galdrist Finfain ....................................76 
Epipactis palustris Marsh Helleborine  Caldrist y Gors........................................77 
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Equisetum x litorale Shore Horsetail  Marchrawnen y Glennydd ......................78 
Eriophorum latifolium Broad-leaved Cottongrass  tƭǳΩǊ DǿŜǳƴȅŘŘ [ƭŘŀƴŘŘŀƛƭ ....................79 
Erophila glabrescens Glabrous Whitlowgrass  [ƭȅǎƛŀǳΩǊ-bystwn Llyfn .............................80 
Erysimum cheiranthoides Treacle-mustard  Trigal Arfog ............................................80 
Euphorbia exigua Dwarf Spurge  Corlaethlys .............................................81 
Euphrasia spp. Eyebrights  Effros .....................................................82 
Euphrasia anglica English Eyebright  Effros Lloegr...........................................82 
Euphrasia arctica   Arctic Eyebright  Effros yr Arctig .......................................83 
Euphrasia arctica  

    x E. confusa A hybrid Eyebright  Effros Croesryw .....................................83 
Euphrasia arctica  

    x E. nemorosa A hybrid Eyebright  Effros Croesryw .....................................84 
Euphrasia confusa Confused Eyebright   Effros Gliniog .........................................85 
Euphrasia micrantha Slender Eyebright  Effros Man-flodeuog ..............................85 
Euphrasia montana  Montane Eyebright  Effros Blodau Mawr ...............................86 
Euphrasia nemorosa  

    x E. confusa A hybrid Eyebright  Effros Croesryw .....................................86 
Euphrasia nemorosa  

    x E. pseudokerneri A hybrid Eyebright   Effros Croesryw .....................................87 
Euphrasia nemorosa  

    x E. rostkoviana A hybrid Eyebright  Effros Croesryw .....................................87 
Euphrasia pseudokerneri Large-flowered Eyebright  Effros y Calch .........................................88 
Euphrasia rostkoviana wƻǎǘƪƻǾΩǎ 9ȅŜōǊƛƎƘǘ  Effrosblodau Mawr ................................88 
Euphrasia scottica Scottish Eyebright  Effros Eiddil y Fawnog ............................89 
Euphrasia tetraquetra Western Eyebright  Effros y Gorllewin ..................................89 
Festuca filiformis Fine-ƭŜŀǾŜŘ {ƘŜŜǇΩǎ-fescue   Peiswellt Meinddail................................89 
Filago germanica (vulgaris) Common Cudweed  Edafeddog Lwyd ....................................90 
Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort  Y Grogedau ............................................91 
Fumaria purpurea Purple Ramping Fumitory  Mwg-y-ddaer Glasloch ...........................92 
Galium palustre  

    subsp. elongatum A Marsh Bedstraw  Briwydd y Gors ......................................93 
Galium parisiene Wall Bedstraw  Briwydd y Mur .......................................93 
Galium x pomeranicum A hybrid Bedstraw  Briwydd Groesryw .................................94 
Galium sterneri Limestone Bedstraw  Briwydd y Calch .....................................94 
Genista anglica Petty Whin  Cracheithinen ........................................95 
Gentianella amarella  

    subsp. amarella Autumn Gentian  Crwynllys yr Hydref ................................96 
Geranium purpureum Little Robin  Y Goesgoch Fach ....................................97 
Geum rivale Water Avens  aŀǇƎƻƭƭ Dƭŀƴ ȅ 5ȂǊ ...............................98 
Glebionis segetum Corn Marigold  Melyn yr »d............................................99 
Gymnadenia densiflora Marsh Fragrant-orchid  ..............................................................99 
Gymnocarpium dryopteris Oak Fern  Rhedynen Dridarn ................................100 
Gymnocarpium robertianum Limestone Fern Rhedynen y  Alchfaen ..........................101 
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rock-rose  Cor-rosyn Cyffredin ..............................102 
Helictocloa (Avenula;  

    Helicotrichon) pratensis Meadow Oat-grass  /ŜƛǊŎƘǿŜƭƭǘŘ ȅ 5ŘỖƭ ..............................102 
Helleborus foetidus Stinking Hellebore  Crafanc-yr-arth Ddrewllyd ....................103 
Helleborus viridis Green Hellebore  Crafanc-yr-arth Werdd .........................104 
Heloscidum (Apium)  

    inundatum Lesser Marshwort  Dyfrforonen Fach .................................105 
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Hieracium spp. Hawkweeds  aŀŜΩǊ IŜōƻƎƭȅǎ ....................................106 
Hieracium acuminatum  Tall Hawkweed  ............................................................106 
Hieracium adelphicum Glamorganshire Hawkweed Heboglys ..............................................106 
Hieracium cambrense 

    (H. stenstroemii) South Wales Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................107 
Hieracium dowardense Doward Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................107 
Hieracium eboracense Northern Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................107 
Hieracium exotericum agg. WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ IŀǿƪǿŜŜŘ  Heboglys ..............................................108 
Hieracium glevense Gloucester Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................108 
Hieracium grandidens Grand-toothed Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................109 
Hieracium lepiduloides  

    (H. lepidulum) Irregular-toothed Hawkweed Heboglys ..............................................109 
Hieracium oblongum Weedy Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................109 
Hieracium pellucidum Pellucid-leaved Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................110 
Hieracium salticola Bluish-leaved Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................110 
Hieracium umbellatum  

    subsp. bichlorophyllum Western Umbellate Hawkweed Heboglys ..............................................110 
Hieracium vagum Glabrous-headed Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................111 
Hieracium virgultorum Long-leaved Hawkweed  Heboglys ..............................................111 
Hippuris vulgaris aŀǊŜΩǎ-tail  Rhawn y Gaseg ....................................112 
Honckenya peploides Sea Sandwort (Purslane)  Tywodlys Arfor .....................................112 
Hordelymus europaeus Wood Barley  Heiddwellt-y-coed................................113 
Hordeum marinum Sea Barley   Haidd y Morfa ......................................113 
Huperzia selago Fir Clubmoss  Cnwp-fwsogl Mawr ..............................114 
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae Frogbit  Ffugalaw Bach......................................115 
Hyoscyamus niger Henbane  Llewyg yr Lâr ........................................115 
Hypericum elodes aŀǊǎƘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ-wort  Eurinllys y Gors ....................................116 
Hypericum montanum tŀƭŜ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ-wort  Eurinllys Gwelw ...................................117 
Hypopitys montropa ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ .ƛǊŘΩǎ-nest  Cytwf ...................................................118 
Inula helenium Elecampane  Marchalan ...........................................119 
Jacobaea (Senecio)  

    x ostenfeldii A hybrid Ragwort  Creulys Groesryw .................................119 
Jasione montana {ƘŜŜǇΩǎ-bit  Clefryn .................................................120 
Juncus maritimus Sea Rush  Brwynen Arfor .....................................120 
Juncus subnodulosus Blunt-flowered Rush  Brwynen Flaendon ...............................121 
Juncus x diffusus A hybrid Rush  Brwynen ..............................................121 
Juncus x surrejanus A hybrid Rush  Brwynen ..............................................122 
Kickxia spuria Round-leaved Fluellen  Llysiau Llywelyn Deilgrwn ....................122 
Koeleria macrantha (cristata) Crested Hair-grass  Cribwellt ..............................................123 
Lamium amplexicaule Henbit Dead-nettle  Marddanhadlen Goch Ddeilgron ..........123 
Lepidium campestre Field Pepperwort  Pupurlys Y Maes ..................................124 
Lepidium heterophyllum {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ tŜǇǇŜǊǿƻǊǘ  Pupurlys Amryddail ..............................124 
Lepidium latifolium Dittander  Pupurlys Llydanddail ............................125 
Lepidium ruderale Narrow-leaved Pepperwort  Pupurlys Culddail .................................126 
Limonium vulgare Common Sea-lavender  Lafant y Môr ........................................127 
Linaria x sepium A hybrid Toadflax  Llin y Llyffant Croesryw ........................128 
Lotus tenuis Narrow-leaved .ƛǊŘΩǎ-foot-trefoil Pysen-y-ceirw Gulddail ........................128 
Lycopodium clavatum {ǘŀƎΩǎ-horn Clubmoss  Cnwp-fwsogl Corn Carw .......................129 
Malva neglecta Dwarf Mallow  Corhocysen ..........................................130 
Marrubium vulgare White Horehound  [ƭǿȅŘ ȅ /Ȃƴ .........................................131 
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Melica nutans Mountain Melick  Meligwellt Pendrwm ............................131 
Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal  Brymlys ................................................132 
Mentha x gracilis Bushy Mint  Mintys Culddail ....................................132 
Mentha x smithiana Tall Mint  Mintys Coch .........................................133 
Misopates orontium ²ŜŀǎŜƭΩǎ {ƴƻǳǘ  Y Trwyn-y-llo Lleiaf ...............................134 
Myriophyllum alterniflorum Alternate Water-milfoil  Myrdd Ddail Blodau Bob yn Ail .............135 
Myriophyllum verticillatum  Whorled Milfoil  Myrdd-ddail Troellennog .....................135 
Nasturtium microphyllum Narrow-fruited Water-cress  Berwr-y-dȂr Bach ................................136 
Nasturtium x sterile A hybrid Water-cress  Berwr-y-dȂr Croesryw .........................136 
Neottia nidus-avis .ƛǊŘΩǎ-nest Orchid  Tegeirian Nyth Aderyn .........................137 
Nitella flexilis agg. Smooth Stonewort  ............................................................137 
Nitella opaca Dark Stonewort  ............................................................138 
Nymphoides peltata Fringed Water-lily  [ƛƭƛΩǊ-dȂr Eddiog ...................................138 
Oenanthe aquatica Fine-leaved Water-dropwort  Cegiden-y-dȂr Fanddail .......................139 
Oenanthe fistulosa Tubular Water-dropwort  Cegiden Bibellaid .................................140 
Oenanthe pimpinelloides Corky-fruited Water-dropwort Cegiden Mynwy ...................................140 
Oenanthe silaifolia Narrow-leaved Water-dropwort  Cegiden Feinddail ................................141 
Onopordum acanthium Cotton Thistle  Ysgallen Gotwm ...................................141 
Orobanche hederae Ivy Broomrape  Gorfanhadlen Eiddew ..........................142 
Orobanche minor var. flava A Broomrape  Gorfanhadlen.......................................143 
Orobanche rapum-genistae Greater Broomrape  Gorfanhadlen Fawr ..............................143 
Osmunda regalis Royal Fern  Rhedynen Gyfrdwy ..............................144 
Oxybasis  

    (Chenopodium) glaucum Oak-leaved Goosefoot  Troed-yr-ȂȅŘŘ 5ŀƛƭ 5ŜǊǿ .....................145 
Parapholis incurva Curved Hard-grass  Caledwellt Cam ....................................146 
Parentucellia viscosa Yellow Bartsia  Gorudd Melyn......................................147 
Pedicularis palustris Marsh Lousewort  Melog y Waun .....................................148 
Pedicularis sylvatica  

    subsp. hibernica A Lousewort  Melog ..................................................148 
Persicaria minor Small Water-pepper  Y Dinboeth Fach ...................................149 
Persicaria mitis (mite) Tasteless Water-pepper  Y Dinboeth Ddi-flas ..............................150 
Persicaria x condensatum A hybrid Water-pepper  ............................................................151 
Phegopteris connectilis 

    (Thelypteris phegopteris) Beech Fern  Rhedynen Gorniog ...............................151 
Pinguicula vulgaris Common Butterwort  Tafod y Gors ........................................152 
Platanthera bifolia Lesser Butterfly-orchid  Tegeirian-llydanwyrdd Bach .................153 
Platanthera chlorantha Greater Butterfly-orchid  Tegeirian Llydanwyrdd .........................153 
Poa infirma Early Meadow-grass  Gweunwellt Ar .....................................154 
Polypodium cambricum Southern Polypody  Llawredynen Gymreig ..........................154 
Polypodium x mantoniae A hybrid Polypody  Llawredynen ........................................155 
Potamogeton lucens Shining Pondweed  Dyfrllys Disglair ....................................155 
Potamogeton obtusifolius Blunt-leaved Pondweed  Dyfrllys Dail Aflym ................................156 
Potamogeton trichoides Hairlike Pondweed  Dyfrllys Blewynnaidd............................156 
Potentilla argentea Hoary Cinquefoil  Pumnalen Ariannaid ............................157 
Puccinellia rupestris Stiff Saltmarsh-grass  Gwellt-y-morfa Syth .............................157 
Pyrola minor Common Wintergreen  Glesyn-y-gaeaf Bach.............................158 
Pyrola rotundifolia Round-leaved Wintergreen  Glesyn-y-gaeaf Deilgrwn ......................159 
Ranunculus circinatus Fan-leaved Water-crowfoot  Crafanc-y-frân Wyntyllog .....................160 
Ranunculus parviflora   Small-flowered Buttercup  Boodyn-ymenyn Mân-flodeuog ............160 
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Ranunculus penicillatus  

    subsp. pseudofluitans A Stream Water-crowfoot  Crafanc-y-frân y Nant ...........................161 
Ranunculus trichophyllus Thread-leaved Water-crowfoot  Crafanc-y-frân Feinddail .......................161 
Rhamnus cathartica Common Buckthorn  Rhafnwydden ......................................162 
Rorippa islandica Northern Yellow-cress  Berwr Melyn Gogleddol .......................162 
Rorippa x anceps A hybrid Yellow-cress  Berwr Melyn Croesryw.........................163 
Rosa micrantha Small-flowered Sweet-briar  Drysien Bêr Fan-flodeuog .....................163 
Rosa obtusifolius Round-leaved Dog-rose  Rhosyn Deilgrwn ..................................164 
Rosa obtusifolius x stylosa A hybrid Rose  Rhosyn Croesryw .................................164 
Rosa tomentosa Harsh Downy-rose  Rhosyn Gwlanog ..................................165 
Rosa x avrayensis A hybrid Downy Rose    ............................................................165 
Rosa x molletorum A hybrid Rose  Rhosyn Croesryw .................................166 
Rosa x shoolbredii A hybrid Rose  Rhosyn Croesryw .................................166 
Rubus fruticosus agg. Brambles  Llwyn Mwyar Duon ..............................167 
Rubus trelleckensis Trelleck Bramble  Llwyn Mwyar Duon ..............................167 
Rumex crispus   

    subsp. uliginosus A Curled Dock  Tafolen Grech ......................................168 
Rumex palustris Marsh Dock  Talfolen y Gors .....................................168 
Rumex pulcher Fiddle Dock  Tafolen Ganolfain ................................169 
Ruppia maritima Beaked Tasselweed  Tusw Arfor ...........................................169 
Sagina nodosa Knotted Pearlwort  Corwlyddyn Clymog .............................170 
Sagittaria sagittifolia Arrowhead  Saethlys ...............................................171 
Salicornia dolichostachya Long-spiked Glasswort  Llyrlys Canghennog ..............................172 
Salicornia fragilis Yellow Glasswort  Llyrlys Melyn ........................................172 
Salix triandra Almond Willow  Helygen Dribrigerog .............................173 
Salix x holosericea  A hybrid Willow    ............................................................173 
Salvia pratensis Meadow Clary  /ƭŀǊƛΩǊ aŀŜǎ .........................................174 
Salvia verbenacea Wild Clary  Clari Gwyllt ..........................................174 
Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder  Ysgawen Fair ........................................175 
Saxifraga hypnoides Mossy Saxifrage  Tormaen Llydandroed ..........................176 
Scabiosa columbaria Small Scabious  Clafrllys Bach .......................................177 
Schoenoplectus lacustris Common Club-rush  Llafrwynen ...........................................178 
Schoenoplectus tabermontanii Grey Club-rush  Llafrwynen Arfor ..................................179 
Scleranthus annuus Annual Knawel  Dinodd Unflwydd .................................179 
Sedum anglicum English Stonecrop  Briweg y Cerrig.....................................180 
Serratula tinctoria Saw-wort  Dant y Pysgodyn ..................................180 
Sibthorpia europaea Cornish Moneywort  Deilen Gron Cernyw .............................181 
Silene gallica Small-flowered Catchfly  Gludlys Amryliw ...................................181 
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion  Gludlys Codrwth ..................................182 
Silybum marianum Milk Thistle  Ysgallen Fair .........................................182 
Sinapis arvensis Charlock  Mwstard Gwyllt ...................................183 
Sorbus spp. Whitebeam  ............................................................184 
 Leaf Shapes of Sorbus spp.  ............................................................185 
Sorbus anglica English Whitebeam  Cerddinen Lloegr..................................186 
Sorbus cambrensis Welsh Whitebeam   Cerddinen Gymreig ..............................187 
Sorbus eminens Round-leaved Whitebeam  Cerddinen Mynwy................................187 
Sorbus eminentiformis Doward Whitebeam  Cerddinen Ddeu Arth ...........................188 
Sorbus porrigentiformis Grey-leaved Whitebeam  Cerddinen Ymledol ..............................188 
Sorbus rupicola Rock Whitebeam  Cerddinen y Graig ................................189 
Sorbus saxicola Symonds Yat Whitebeam  ............................................................189 
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Sorbus stenophylla Llanthony Whitebeam  Cerddinen Ewyas .................................190 
Sorbus (Aria) wyensis   ............................................................190 
Sorbus x thuringiaca German Service-tree  Cerddinen Croesryw ............................190 
Sorbus x tomentella Wye Whitebeam  Cerddinen Wy ......................................191 
Sparganium erectum  

    subsp. microcarpum A Branched Bur-reed  Cleddlys Canghennog ...........................192 
Sparganium erectum  

    subsp. oocarpum A Branched Bur-reed  Cleddlys Canghennog ...........................192 
Spergula arvensis Corn Spurrey  Troellig yr »d ........................................193 
Spiranthes spiralis !ǳǘǳƳƴ [ŀŘȅΩǎ-tresses  Troellig yr Hydref .................................194 
Stachys arvensis Field Woundwort  Briwlys y Tir Ar .....................................195 
Stellaria nemorum Wood Stitchwort  Serenllys-y-coed ..................................196 
Stellaria nemorum  

    subsp. montana x nemorum A hybrid Wood Stitchwort  Serenllys-y-coed Cymreig Croesryw .....196 
Stellaria nemorum  

    subsp. montana Welsh Wood Stitchwort  Serenllys-y-coed Cymreig .....................197 
Stellaria pallida Lesser Chickweed  Gwlyddyn-y-dom Bach .........................197 
Taraxacum spp. Dandelion  Dant-y-llew ..........................................198 
Thalictrum minus Lesser Meadow-rue  Arianllys Bach ......................................198 
Thelypteris palustris Marsh Fern  Rhedynen y Gors ..................................198 
Thymus pulegoides Large Thyme  Tei Gwyllt Mawr...................................199 
Tolypella glomerata Clustered Stonewort  ............................................................199 
Trichomanes speciosum Killarney Fern  Rhedynen Cilarne .................................200 
Trichophorum foersteri  

    subsp. cespitosum A Deergrass  Clwbfrwynen y Mawn ..........................200 
Trifolium arvense IŀǊŜΩǎ-foot Clover  Meillionen Gedennog ..........................201 
Trifolium ornithopodioides .ƛǊŘΩǎ-foot Clover  Corfeilloneri Wen .................................202 
Trifolium scabrum Rough Clover  Meillionen Arw ....................................203 
Trifolium squamosum Sea Clover  Meillionen y Morfa ..............................204 
Trifolium striatum Knotted Clover  Meillionene Rychog .............................205 
Trifolium subterraneum Subterranean Clover  Meillionen Ymguddiol ..........................205 
Triglochin palustris Marsh Arrowgrass  Saethbennig y Gors ..............................206 
Trocdaris (Carum)  

    verticillatum Whorled Caraway  Carwy Droellennog ..............................207 
Trollius europaeus Globeflower  Cronnel ................................................207 
Turritis glabra Tower Mustard  Berwr y Cerrig ......................................208 
Vaccinium oxycoccus Cranberry  Llygaeren .............................................208 
Veronica anagallis-aquatica Blue Water-speedwell  Graeanllys y DȂr ..................................209 
Vicia orobus Wood Bitter-vetch  Ffacbysen Chwerw ...............................210 
Viola palustris subsp. juressi Marsh Violet  Fioled y Ggors ......................................211 
Viola tricolor subsp. tricolor Wild Pansy  Trilliw...................................................211 
Wahlenbergia hederacea Ivy-leaved Bellflower  Clychlys Dail Eiddew.............................212 
Zannichellia palustris Horned Pondweed  Llynwlyddyn Corniog ............................213 
Zostera marina Eelgrass  Gwellt y Gamlas ...................................213 
Zostera noltei Dwarf Eelgrass  Gwellt-y-gamlas Bach...........................213 
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 Neophytes  ............................................................214 
Acaena novae-zelandiae Pirri-pirri-bur  Pirri-pirri ..............................................216 
Aconitum napellus agg. aƻƴƪΩǎ-hood  Cwcwll y Mynach .................................216 
Agrostemma githago Corncockle  Bulwg yr »d ..........................................217 
Allium paradoxum Few-flowered Garlic  Cenhinen Brinflodeuog ........................217 
Allium roseum Rosy Garlic  Garlleg Rhosliw ....................................217 
Allium scorodoprasum Sand Leek  Cenhinen y Nadroedd ..........................217 
Allium subhirsutum Hairy Garlic  Garlleg Blewog .....................................218 
Amaranthus hybridus Green Amaranth  Blodyn Amor Gwyrdd ...........................218 
Amaranthus retroflexus Common Amaranth  Blodyn Amor ........................................218 
Ambrosia artemisifolia Ragweed  Bratlys .................................................219 
Avena barbata Slender Oat  Ceirchen Goliog ...................................219 
Bidens frondosa Beggarticks  Graban Deiliog .....................................220 
Bromus lepidus Slender Soft-brome  Pawrwellt Main ....................................220 
Calystegia pulchra Hairy Bindweed  Taglys Blewog ......................................221 
Cardamine corymbosa New Zealand Bitter-cress  Berwr Chwerw .....................................221 
Cardamine occulta Cryptic Bitter-cress  ............................................................221 
Cardamine quinquefolia Whorled Coralroot  ............................................................222 
Cardamine raphanifolia Large-flowered Bittercress  Blodyn Llefrith Mawr    .........................222 
Ceratochloa cathartica Rescue Brome  Pawrwellt Porthi ..................................222 
Cicerbita macrophylla Common Blue Sow-thistle  Llaethysgallen Las ................................223 
Coincya monensis  

    subsp. cheiranthos Wallflower Cabbage  Bresychen y Fagwyr .............................223 
Crataegus persimilis Broad-leaved Cockspur Thorn  Draenen wen Lydanddail......................223 
Cuscuta campestris Yellow Dodder  Llindag Melyn ......................................224 
Cynodon dactylon Bermuda-grass  Glaswellt-Bermwda ..............................224 
Cyrtomium falcatum House Holly-fern  Gwrychredynen-y-celyn .......................224 
Digitaria ischaemum Smooth Finger-grass  Byswellt Llyfn .......................................225 
Digitaria sanguinalis Hairy Finger-grass  Byswellt Blewog ...................................225 
Diplotaxis muralis Annual Wall-rocket  Roced-y-ƳǳǊƛŀǳΩǊ ¢ȅǿƻŘ ......................225 
Diplotaxis tenuifolia Perennial Wall-rocket  Roced-y-muriau Meinddail ...................226 
Doronicum pardalianches [ŜƻǇŀǊŘΩǎ-bane  [ƭȅǎƛŀǳΩǊ [ƭŜǿǇŀǊǘ .................................226 
Egeria densa Large-flowered Waterweed  Ffugalaw Prinflodeuog .........................227 
Eichhornia crassipes Water Hyacinth  ............................................................227 
Erodium moschatum Musk Storksbill  Pig-y-creyr ...........................................227 
Fallopia (Reynoutia)  

    sachalinensis Giant Knotweed  Y Glymog Fawr .....................................227 
Festuca heterophylla Various-ƭŜŀǾŜŘ {ƘŜŜǇΩǎ-fescue  Peiswellt Amryddail .............................228 
Ficus carica Fig  Ffigysbren ............................................228 
Fragaria moschata Hautbois Strawberry  Llwyn Mefus Mawr ..............................228 
Galinsoga parviflora Gallant Soldier  Galinsoga .............................................229 
Gastridium ventriculosum Nit-grass  Neddwellt ............................................229 
Impatiens capensis Orange Balsam  Ffromlys Oren ......................................230 
Impatiens noli-tangere Touch-me-not Balsam  Ffromlys Melyn ....................................230 
Laphangium luteoalbum Jersey Cudweed  Edafeddog Felynwen ............................230 
Lemna valdiviana Valdivia Duckweed  ............................................................231 
Lepidium virginicum Least Pepperwort  Pupurlys Bach ......................................231 
Mentha x villosonervata Sharp-toothed Mint  Mintys Danheddog...............................231 
Mimulus luteus Blood-drop Emlets  Blodyn-mwnci Gwaedlyd .....................231 
Mimulus moschata Musk  Mwsg ...................................................232 
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Mimulus x burnetii Coppery Monkeyflower  Blodyn-mwnci Copraidd .......................232 
Mimulus x maculosus Scottish Monkeyflower  Blodyn-mwnci Albanaidd .....................232 
Mimulus guttatus x  

    M. luteus x M. cupreus A triple hybrid Monkeyflower  ............................................................232 
Myrrhis odorata  Sweet Cicely  Creithig Bêr ..........................................233 
Onobrychis vicifolia Sainfoin  Y Godog ...............................................233 
Ornithogalum umbellatum Star-of-Bethlehem  Seren Fethlehem..................................233 
Oxalis articulata  Pink-sorrel  Suran Ruddgoch ...................................234 
Oxalis incarnata Pale Pink-sorrel  Suran Welw .........................................234 
Oxalis stricta Upright Yellow-sorrel  Suran Felen Unionsyth .........................234 
Panicum capillare Witch Grass  Miled y Wrach .....................................235 
Petasites japonicus Giant Butterbur  Yr Alan Mwyaf .....................................235 
Phalaris aquatica Bulbous Canary-grass  Pefrwellt Goddfog ................................235 
Phalaris canadensis  Canary-grass  Pefrwellt yr Adar ..................................236 
Phalaris paradoxa Awned Canary-grass  Pefrwellt Coliog ...................................236 
Portulaca oleracea  Common Purslane  Porpin ..................................................236 
Pratia pedunculata Matted Pratia/Blue Lawn Lobelia  ............................................................237 
Rapistrum rugosum Bastard Cabbage  Bresychen Ddeilgrech ..........................237 
Rorippa austriaca Austrian Yellow-cress  Berwr Melyn Awstria ...........................237 
Rumex cristatus Greek Dock  Tafolen Groeg ......................................237 
Sagittaria latifolia Duck-potato  Saethlys Llydanddail.............................238 
Scirpoides holoschoenus Round-headed Club-rush  Clwbfrwynen y Coed ............................238 
Scrophularia scorodonia Balm-leaved Figwort  Gwrnerth Dail Gwenyn.........................238 
Scropularia vernalis Yellow Figwort  Gwrnerth Melyn ..................................239 
Senecio inaequidens Narrow-leaved Ragwort  Creulys Gulddail ...................................239 
Setaria viridis  Green Bristle-grass  Cibogwellt Gwyrddlas ..........................240 
Sisymbrium altissimum Tall Rocket  Roced Dal ............................................240 
Sisymbrium orientale Eastern Rocket  Roced y Dwyrain ..................................240 
Sisyrhinchium bermudiana Blue-eyed Grass  Sisirinciwm Glas Gwyddelig ..................241 
Solanum rostratum Buffalo-bur  Codwarth yr Ychen...............................241 
Sorbus croceocarpa Orange Whitebeam  Cerddinen Ffrwythau Saffrwm .............241 
Sorbus intermedia Swedish Whitebeam  Cerddinen Sweden ...............................242 
Spirodella oligorhiza Few-rooted Duckweed  ............................................................242 
Stratiotes aloides Water-soldier  Milwr y DȂr .........................................242 
Tetragonolobus  

    (Lotus) maritimus 5ǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ-teeth  Coden Onglog ......................................243 
Tragopogon porrifolius Salsify  Barf-yr-afr Gochlas ...............................243 
Verbascum spp.   ............................................................243 
Verbascum blattaria Moth Mullein  Pannog y Gwyfyn .................................244 
Verbascum lychnitis White Mullein  Pannog Wen ........................................244 
Verbascum nigrum Dark Mullein Pannog Dywyll .....................................245 
Verbascum phlomoides Orange Mullein  Pannog Oren ........................................245 
Verbascum virgatum Twiggy Mullein  Pannog Fain .........................................246 
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Allium oleraceum Field Garlic  Garlleg y Maes 

GB Status: Vulnerable 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A plant of dry calcareous grassland. Some of the populations mentioned in Evans have definitely gone but it 

is still found in seven tetrads on the limestone grasslands of southern Monmouthshire. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Stowball Common, 

Portskewett 

ST499883 

(ST48Z) 
1981  20 TGE 

Highmoor Hill ST468897 1983 Roadside  CT 

Ridgeway, Newport ST28Z 1986   EJS 

Caerwent 
ST472902 

(ST49Q) 
1990 Roadside hedge 100s CT, TGE 

Coombe Valley 

Woods, Crossway 

Green 

ST467929 

(ST49R) 
1995 In hedgerow 1000s TGE 

Caldicot Castle 
ST48658843 

(ST48Z) 
2002 

Grassy area near car 
park 

>40 TGE, CT, GSH 

Near Severn Tunnel 
Junction 

ST4687 (ST48T) 2012  >100 CT, BL 

Severn Tunnel 
ST4887, 4987 

ST48Y 
2012   EW, AW 

Shirenewton ST49S 2012   EW, AW 

Portskewett ST58E 2012   EW, AW 

Mathern Oaze 
ST5289 
(ST58J) 

2012 Sea wall  EW, AW 

Minnetts/Slade Wood 
ST4589 
(ST48P) 

2025   EW, AW, SJT 
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Alopecurus aequalis Orange Foxtail Cynffonwellt Melyngoch 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This is a species of wet places, 

especially edges of ponds and 

reservoirs. 

Wade described this foxtail as very 

rare, giving just one site ς the pond 

near Penpergwm Station. Evans 

noted it in four tetrads but it 

appears to have disappeared from 

the pond at Penallt and also from 

Clawdd Mill. At the north end of 

Llandeffedd Reservoir, Evans found 

only about 20 plants but in recent 

years it has been locally abundant 

there. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Clawdd Mill SO394111 1988 Pond <5 TGE 

Moorcroft Cottage, 

Penallt 
SO518094 1989 Pond <50 JFH, TGE 

Dingestow SO45650968 2003 Dew pond  SDSB 

Llandegfedd Reservoir SO334007 2020 Marsh/reservoir edge 1000s SJT, LM, AG 

Penpergwm Pond 
SO325097 
SO325099 

2023 Pond edge 73 JPW et al, SJT 
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Alopecurus bulbosus Bulbous Foxtail Cynffonwellt Oddfog 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; Edge of British range in 
Wales 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

This species was regarded as locally common by 

Wade, growing in saltmarshes and fields inundated by 

tides. Evans wrote that it was found mainly in the few 

remaining brackish meadows inundated by high tides, 

mostly by the Severn but also in the lower reaches off 

the Rhymnney, Usk and Wye. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alopecurus x brachystylus Meadow Foxtail 

(A. pratensis x x Marsh Foxtail 

 A. geniculatus) 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

One record of this hybrid between two quite common species was made by SJT in 2022 just within the vice-

county border at Monmouth Cap at SO395264. 
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Althaea officinalis Marsh-mallow Hocysen y Morfa 

GB Status: Scarce, Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; Edge of range in Wales 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

A plant of grassland and saltings near the sea was 

described as rare by Wade but the distribution of this 

species has remained more or less unchanged since 

Evans. In some of the sites where it grows, especially 

around the mouth of the Usk, it is plentiful. 
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Anacamptis morio Green-winged Orchid Tegeirian y Waun 

GB Status: Near Threatened 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

This orchid favours unimproved species-rich grassland. Although Wade said that it occurred frequently in all 

districts of Monmouthshire, Evans noted that it then was only found in eastern areas; there were records in 

18 tetrads. 

Since then although a few sites have been lost, it appears to have increased in some others and spread to 

many new sites. It has been recorded in 28 tetrads since 2000. It is still mainly found in the east of the vice-

county, but outlying records are near Usk and at Blaenserchan to the west. It occurs in 1000s at three sites:  

Pentwyn/Bush meadows, a Gwent Wildlife Trust (GWT) reserve at Penallt; New Grove near Trellech, 

another GWT reserve; and on Star Hill near Devauden. 

Elsewhere it may be found in 100s or quite often as a 

few scattered plants. It has appeared in many meadows 

now being managed sympathetically by Monmouthshire 

Meadows Group (MMG) members and by GWT Local 

Wildlife Site owners. Leaving lawns unmown has also 

resulted in plants flowering. 
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Anchusa arvensis Bugloss [ƭȅǎƛŀΩǊ-gwnd y Tir Âr 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A plant of arable fields and other disturbed ground which has suffered a huge decline with the widespread 

use of herbicides in arable crops. Wade described it as rare with just four records and Evans also had rather 

few records. Since 2000 it has only been recorded five times and in four tetrads. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

SW of Mount Ballan ST487890 1986 Arable  TGE, UTE 

Pentre Farm, 

Abergavenny 
SO283156 1986 Garden 3 RF 

SE of Clytha Castle SO3608 1990 Arable 2-3 JDRV 

MoD Caerwent ST47869099 1997 Waste ground 2-3 JW 

Llancayo Farm SO3602 1997 Cattle kale 50-100 CT 

Mally/Newton Court SO530151 2003 Edge of wheatfield  HVC 

Little Hadnock 
SO530105 
SO524/138 
SO534153 

2011 Arable field 9 CT 

Hollybush ST29W 2014 Pentre Bach Farm  EW, SJT 

Clytha Hill SO3607 2016 Church Farm  JW 

Caerwent Quarry ST473896 
1972, 
2004 

Quarry 3 CT, TGE 
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Anthemis cotula Stinking Chamomile /ŀƳƴΩǊ CȂn 

GB Status: Vulnerable 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

¦ƴƭƛƪŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨŎƻǊƴŦƛŜƭŘ ǿŜŜŘǎΩΣ {ǘƛƴƪƛƴƎ /ƘŀƳƻƳƛƭŜ ƛǎ 

still fairly widespread in arable fields, especially in the 

northern part of the vice-county. 

Lƴ ²ŀŘŜΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƻƴ 

cultivated land and roadsides in all districts, but Evans 

found it to be very scarce and gave just three records, 

apart from deliberately sown plants from wild flower 

seed packets. Since 2000 it has been recorded in 32 

tetrads albeit in small numbers at the edges of arable 

fields. It is almost exclusively reported in the north of 

the vice-county with only one record in the south. 

Special attention, however, was given to plants of 

arable fields by EW and SJT in 2021 and 2022. 
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Armeria maritima Thrift Clustog Fair 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This coastal species grows on cliffs, saline grassland and upper saltmarsh. Along the Severn Estuary it is rare 

to occasional but was described as locally abundant at Magor Pill and Pill Farm. It was found by Wade to be 

common along the Severn on saltmarshes and saltings, but Evans recorded it in only six tetrads on the 

upper saltmarsh and in saline turf scattered between Lamby in the west and Caldicot in the east. Post 2000 

it had been reported in just five tetrads. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Lamby ST2377 1985 Saltmarsh  TGE 

Uskmouth ST3285 1985 Saltmarsh  SPe 

Redwick ST4283 1985 Saltmarsh  TGE, PRG 

Undy ST4585 1987 Saltmarsh  TGE 

Leechpool Holdings 
near Caldicot 

ST4786 2012 Grassland  SJT 

Severn Tunnel ST4887 2012 Saltmarsh  SJT, TGE 

St Brides Wentlooge ST3082/3182 2013 Saltmarsh  PRG 

Magor Pill and Pill 
Farm, Severn Shore 

ST4384/ 
ST4385 

2018 
2022 

Saltmarsh  CT/EW, AW 

Rhymney Great 
Wharf, Lamby 

ST225776 
ST221775 

2020 Strandline saltmarsh  BS 

Peterstone Great 
Wharf 

ST2679 2025 Saltmarsh Few EW, AW 

Collister Pill ST4485 2025 Saltmarsh 
Locally 

frequent 
EW, AW 
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Artemisia maritima Sea Wormwood Wermod y Môr 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

Sea Wormwood is a plant of estuaries and coast, growing on banks often at the edge of saltmarsh. Along 

the Severn shore and lower Wye it is sporadic in its occurrence. It forms patches of several square metres 

or may extend for 30m or more along a bank.  

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Uskmouth Power 

Station 
ST3285 1988 River bank 2m2 TGE 

SE of Great House ST4283 1988  1m2 TGE 

R. Wye bank, 

Hardwick 
ST537929 1998 River bank 1m2 TGE 

Goldcliff Pill ST363825 2000 Sea wall 4m2 TGE 

Mathern Oaze ST5289 2002 Bank by Severn  TGE 

Rhymney Great Wharf ST245784 2005   CT, TGE 

Peterstone Gout ST278806 2009   TGE 

St Brides Wentlooge ST3082/3182 2013 Saltmarsh  PRG 

Orchard Farm ST2881 2018   EW, AW 

Collister Pill/Magor Pill 
ST438848 
ST450857 

2025 
Amongst rocks at foot 

of sea wall 
Locally 

frequent 
EW, AW 
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Asplenium marinum  Sea Spleenwort Duegredynenarfor 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

There had been no change in this 

ǎƳŀƭƭ ŦŜǊƴΩǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŀǊŜ ƛƴ 

v.c.35, occurring only at Sudbrook 

where first found by Trevor Evans in 

1973. It continues to hang on in 

vertical holes and crevices in coastal 

cliffs, its last sighting being of two 

plants in 2023 by MO. 
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Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Duegredynen  

subsp. pachyrachis Spleenwort Gwallt y Forwyn 

GB Status: Near Threatened, Rare 
Welsh Status: Endangered, Section 7 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

The subspecies quadrivalens is widespread on walls 

and rocks in v.c.35 but the subspecies pachyrachis is 

much more restricted and is locally scarce. The 

records below are for this rarer subspecies. Evans 

described the loss of this attractive subspecies from 

the River Wye bank north of Monmouth, from 

Monmouth Castle and from near St Arvans on the 

wall by Temple Doors. It suffers from the cleaning of 

walls in local castles but a survey in 2012 showed it 

still to be thriving at Chepstow Castle, Caldicot 

Castle and Cas Troggy near Wentwood. It has not re-

appeared on walls at Monmouth Castle despite 

recent surveys there. At cliffs below Lady Park 

Wood almost 50 plants were found in 2025 at five 

locations. It was last seen here in 2003 by TGE. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Temple Doors ST522967 1989 Walls 4 TGE 

Cas Troggy ST415952 2012 Walls c.100 
JPW, AJ, PRG, 

SJT 

Chepstow Castle ST532940 2012 Walls 10s 
JPW, AJ, PRG, 

SJT, EW 

Caldicot Castle ST486884 2012 Walls 20+ 
JPW, AJ, PRG, 

SJT, EW 

Chepstow Town Wall ST532940 2023 Walls in car park <10 MO 

Lady Park Wood 
SO552141 to 
SO552143 

2025 Low cliffs c.50 AlH 
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Asplenium viride Green Spleenwort Duegredyneen Werdd 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This evergreen fern occurs under north-facing overhangs and in crevices on calcareous rocks. 

It has apparently always been rare in Monmouthshire. Wade described it as very rare, growing only in 

crevices of limestone and Old Red Sandstone rocks in the uplands. He recorded it on Tarren yr Esgob in the 

Llanthony Valley but also in Lasgarn Wood at Abersychan. Evans knew of only three sites, two being near 

Pwll Du quarry on the Blorenge and the third in crevices under rock overhangs on Tarren yr Esgob where it 

still survives (seen in 2025), as it does too at Pwll Du quarry. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Siambre Ddu, Pwll Du 
near quarry (2 sites) 

SO254113 2015 Limestone quarry 2 BD 

Tarren yr Esgob, 
Capel-y-ffin 

SO25593047 
SO25453057 

2025 Crevices in cliffs <20 
MO 

SJT, TO, WTB 
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Astragalus glycophyllos Wild Liquorice Llaethwyg Licoris 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Endangered 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

A plant of unimproved calcareous grassland, scrub and woodland edge. 

Wade noted five locations but all in the MoD Caerwent/Dinham area. The Highmoor Hill site was lost to 

development and the plant was saved and planted at Brockwells Farm. Young plants were eventually 

translocated back but because of dry summers and rabbits they failed to grow. 

The site at MoD Caerwent had 10 plants in 1991 but only one was found in 2004 and then this subsequently 

disappeared due to scrub encroachment. Despite a search on Heston Brakes in recent years, no plants were 

found. The Llanmelin Hill Fort plants were the only known remaining Wild Liquorice in the vice-county up to 

2024 when a large patch was discovered at Rogiet Poor Land, translocated in the 1980s from the end of 

Minnetts Wood. Plants were last seen at Rogiet in the early 1990s. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Minnetts, Highmoor 

Hill 
ST459897 1982 Edge wood ride 1 CT 

MoD Caerwent ST4891 2003 
Roadside under 

Beeches 
1 TGE 

Heston Brakes ST50528866 2010 Grassy bank Many TGE 

Llanmelin Hill Fort ST46239252 2023 Grassland on fort 1m2 patch SC, AK 

Rogiet Poor Land ST452884 2025 Calcareous grassland Large patch LW, MGB 
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Atriplex glabriuscula .ŀōōƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ hǊŀŎƘŜ Llygwyn Tywod 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

A plant of muddy banks on tidal rivers. Wade regarded it as very rare in Monmouthshire with some pre 

1920 records by Shoolbred on the bank of the River Wye at Chepstow. 

Evans found two plants in 2000 on the east bank of the River Usk in Newport. In 2025 there were four 

records on the Gwent Levels. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

S of transporter 
Bridge, Newport 

ST3285 2000 Saltmarsh 2 TGE 

St Brides Wentlooge ST289809 2013 Top of shingle  PRG 

Goldcliff ST366827 2025 Saltmarsh 
Locally 

frequent 
EW, SJT, AW 

Peterstone Wentlooge ST277806 2025 Saltmarsh Occasional EW, AW 

St Brides ST300814 2025 Saltmarsh 3 EW, AW 

Rhymney Great Wharf ST2478 2025 Top of saltmarsh Occasional EW, AW 

 

 

Atriplex glabriuscula A hybrid Orache  Llygwyn Groesryw 

x prostrata 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

There is just one record of this hybrid ς at the top of the saltmarsh at Goldcliff at ST36158260 in 2014 

(PRG). 
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Atriplex littoralis Grass-leaved Orache Llygwyn Arfor 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This is a species of saltmarsh and waste places, usually near the coast. Whilst regarded as native in 

Glamorganshire but possibly a neophyte from seed in v.c.35, Wade noted records by Shoolbred on the 

bank of the River Wye at Chepstow and a record in Newport. There are three pre 2000 records and just one 

record post 2000. There was also a possible inland record on set-aside arable land at Dingestow Court. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

SW Lighthouse Inn ST297814 1996 Sea wall 3 TGE 

N Goldcliff Pill ST363826 1996 Spoil tip 1 MJ 

Steelworks at 

Newport 
ST338848 1997 Sludge pond 100s MJ 

Newhouse ST27P 2011   JPW 

 

 

Atriplex longipes Long-stalked Orache Llygwyn Hirgoes 

GB Status: Scarce, Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This is another orache of estuarine habitats.  

Evans recorded it at two locations. There is a recent 2025 record from the Wentlooge Levels. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

West bank R. Wye, 

Chepstow 
ST539936 1988 Muddy bank 1 MARK, CKi 

W of former Alpha 
Steel, Newport 

ST326854 2000 Saltmarsh 3 TGE 

Rhymney Great Wharf ST252788 2025 Saltmarsh Few EW, AW 
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Atriplex x gustafssoniana Kattegat Orache Llygwyn Kattegat 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient  
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This hybrid between A. longipes and A. prostrata is found on mud along the edge of estuaries. It is common 

along the river bank near Newport. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Uskmouth ST3382 1996 Shore; rocks on sea wall  TGE det AOC 

E of Black Rock ST5188 1997 By sea wall  TGE det AOC 

Newport ST3285 2000 Saltmarsh  TGE 

Portskewett 
ST51478855 
ST51248830 

2013 Saltmarsh  HVC 

Severn Tunnel 
ST48458711 
ST48888710 

2013 Saltmarsh  HVC 

Newport 
ST326853 
ST324854 

2024 River bank Frequent EW, AW 
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Atropa belladonna Deadly Nightshade Codwarth 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Endangered 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This species favours a lime-rich substrate, often on 

rocks in shady woodland or scrub. Wade referred to 

eight old records, mostly in the Reddings 

Inclosure/Lady Park Wood area and in the limestone 

gorge in the southern Wye. It is still found in and 

around Lady Park Wood/Reddings Inclosure at a 

number of locations and in the southern Wye 

limestone gorge. It was also recorded at one site on 

the coast. Often just one or two plants are found at 

any location.  

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Wyndcliff near A466 ST530974 1985 Rocks and cliff ledges 2 TGE 

Livox Quarry ST537978 1985 Rocks 1 TGE 

Livox Quarry ST535982 2018 Rocks 1 AK, EW 

Lady Park Wood SO5414/15 2018 Shady rocks 1-2 
CT, TGE, 
TCGR, 

Piercefield ST5296 2019 Rocks 11 DM 

St Pierre headland ST522894 2020   MP 

Far Hearkening Rock SO532135 2022 Shady rocks 1-2 CT, SJT, AG 

Tintern SO535011 2025 Garden 1 EW 
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Avenula (Helicotrichon) Downy Oat-grass Ceirchwelltd Blewog 

pubescens 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A grass of unimproved, often base-rich grassland that Evans mainly recorded in the south-east of 

Monmouthshire on the Carboniferous Limestone as at MoD Caerwent. He showed it as present in 11 

tetrads. It has since been found also at a number of hay meadows on sandstone near Trellech. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Waltwood Hill, 

Bishton 
ST384879 1991 Calcareous grassland  TGE 

Castle Burness ST4688 1991 Quarry floor c.20 ? 

Garn-yr-erw SO239096 1992 Coal waste c.50 ? 

Hadnock Quarry SO547153 1994 Woodland rocks 15-20 ? 

Livox ST533972 1994 Field edge c.10 ? 

Brockwells ST471896 1995 Calcareous grassland c.20 ? 

Catbrook SO5103 2005 Meadow  JW 

Cleddon Hall SO517041 2010 Meadow <6 DRG, SJT 

Tymawr, Lydart SO506078 2011 Meadow 2-3 DRG, SJT 

Sudbrook Camp ST504873 2014 Grass bank c.6 EW, AW 

Piercefield ST5395 2018 Calcareous grassland Many EW, AW 

MoD Caerwent ST4891 2018 Meadow c.50 EW, SJT 

MoD Caerwent ST466920 2021 Road cutting c.8 TCGR 

N Wyndcliff ST524975 2025 Calcareous grassland c.100 EW, AW 
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Bidens cernua Nodding Bur-marigold Graban Gogwydd 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern  
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A plant of pond, canal, ditch and stream edges and occasionally in wet fields. One of the records was from a 

rubbish tip in Newport. It has been known at Penpergwm Pond since 1999. Wade described it as rare. 

Possibly just under-recorded as it was recorded in 19 tetrads in Evans. 

It certainly has declined since then due to disturbance on the canals and other habitat loss. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Drenewydd Reen, ST275831 1983   TGE 

Duffryn ST3084 1985 Reenside  TGE 

Stutwall Reen, 
Barecroft Common 

ST415867 1985   TGE 

Monmouth-Brecon 
Canal, Mamhilad 

SO3003 1987 Canal  TGE 

Monmouth-Brecon 
Canal 

ST2896 1988   TGE 

Kemeys Commander SO3404 1989 Near R. Usk  TGE 

The Pant SO3707 1989 Springs  TGE 

Griffithstown ST2999 1989 Canal  TGE 

Between canal and 
Malpas Brook 

ST3089 1989 Marsh  TGE 

SE of Wyesham SO5211 1990 Bank of R. Wye  TGE 

Near Tredegar House ST288853 1994 Marshy ground  TGE 

Monmouth-Brecon 
Canal 

ST2991 2001   TGE 

Marshfield ST262826 2003 Reen  TGE 

Penpergwm Pond SO326098 2007 Pond  TGE, HVC 

Caerleon East ST346913 2008 Pond  TCGR 

Glascoed SO3300 2015 Muddy pond margin  SJW 

Newport ST3186 2017 
Rubbish tip by 

transporter bridge 
 EW, AW 
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Blitum (Chenopodium) Good King Henry [ƭȅǎƛŀǳΩǊ Gwrda 

bonus-henricus 

GB Status: Vulnerable 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A species that was widely grown as a salad vegetable and herb and today is still found around farms and on 

disturbed ground. It is difficult to tell the planted herb from the naturalised ones. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Llangybi ST3697 2007   CSh 

Parsonage Farm SO3516 2008   SJT 

Far Barn, St 
Maughams 

SO4617 2012   GL 

Raglan SO4107 2013   CD 
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Botrychium lunaria Moonwort  Lloe-redynen 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A species associated with unimproved grassland but also found on coal waste  in the west of the vice-

county. It is described as rare in Wade, and Evans had 10 extant records. It is possibly declining but it is a 

small plant and may be overlooked.  

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Blorenge SO272110 1970 Road verge 1 MEG 

Cwm Lickey ST273991 1981 Spoil heap 1 GEG 

Cwmynyscoy ST285997 1992  10 JPW 

Griffithstown ST284993 1992 Acid meadow  JPW 

MoD Caerwent ST472918 1993  1 patch JPW 

The British SO251044 1996   SJW 

New Grove, Trellech SO501068 2004 Meadows 3 MARK 

Abersychan SO2603 2007 Acid meadow  EW, AW 

Cwm Du SO250023 2011 Coal waste 1 SJW 

Cwmavon SO2606 2014   EW, SJT 

Hafodrynys ST2399 2015   JPW 

Pwll Du 
SO2410, 
ST2510 

2016 Coal waste  SJW 

Brynmawr SO2011 2021  2 SJW 

Garn yr Erw, Coity tip 
SO237098 
SO225106 
SO236089 

2021 
2021 
2022 

 16 
  

SJW 
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Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass Breichwellt y Calch 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A grass of dry limestone grassland, described as rare in Wade. Following road works on the A466 at the 

Wyndcliffe there was a massive germination of the seed that had remained dormant in the soil for several 

years and the extensive patch of several hundred metres on the roadside bank is the main stronghold for 

the species in the vice-county. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Piercefield Woods ST524962 2003 Edge of Woodland  TGE 

Talywain 
ST260039-

260034 
2005   TGE, CT 

MoD Caerwent 
ST477912, 
ST473912 

2013 Limestone grassland 3 main clumps JPW, EW, SJT 

Crossway Green ST4692 2013  Small patch EW, SJT 

Undy sidings ST4487 2024 On waste ground Large patch EW, AW 

Wyndcliffe ST539I 2025 Roadside verge 
Extensive 

stretch along 
road 

PRG, EW 

Carrow Hill ST442905 2025 Steep limestone bank 
100+ m 
stretch 

EW, AW 

 

 

Brassica oleracea Cabbage Bresychen Wyllt  

subsp. oleracea 

GB Status: Scarce 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

A plant of calcareous rocks close to the sea. It was first recorded on the walls of Chepstow Castle as early as 

1773 and persists here to this day; being the only Monmouthshire record. There are also historical records 

for it on the banks of the River Usk but it has not been seen there for many years. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Chepstow Castle ST533941 2018 Castle walls 1-5 TGE, MO 
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Briza minor Lesser Quaking Grass Crydwellt Bach 

GB Status: Scarce 
Welsh Status: Least Concern  
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

An annual grass that occurs at the edges of arable fields and as a casual on roadsides etc. Considered an 

archaeophyte as it was first recorded in 1696 in Jersey. It was not mentioned in Wade, and Evans only 

recorded it from one site. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Middle Hendre Farm SO454132 2003   TGE, HVC 

The Bryn SO33089 2021   JPW 

Llanvihangel Gobion SO3409 2021   JPW 

 

 

Bromopsis benekenii Lesser Hairy Brome Ypawrwellt Blewog Lleiaf 

GB Status: Scarce 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This grass grows on calcareous soil in shady places. This specimen was found on disturbed ground with 

rubble on a shady roadside verge. There are historical records for the Wyndcliffe/Piercefield area near 

Chepstow. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Tintern Cross SO509004 1994 Shady path 1 EW 
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Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome Pawrwellt Talsyth 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A common species in areas of the country with many limestone and chalk soils where it can be abundant in 

meadows etc. The limestone outcrops in Monmouthshire are very limited thus it is a scarce plant in the 

vice-county. Its stronghold is the MOD base at Caerwent although it does occur in other limestone 

grassland sites. Evans had it from 11 sites. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

St Kingsmark ST5294 1985 Walls 6-50 TGE 

Burness Castle Quarry ST460884 1986 Quarry c.50 TGE 

Ridgeway ST296888 1987 Canal bank 1-5 TGE 

Maes Arthur ST268862 1988 Limestone grassland c.50 TGE 

Pontllanfraith ST177963 1991 Parkland c.50 TGE 

Rogiet Countryside 
Park 

ST45388743 2012   TGE, CT 

Slade Woods Complex ST48P 2012 Quarry  TGE, CT 

MoD Caerwent 
ST482908, 
ST473912 

2018 Limestone grassland 
Several 
patches 

EW, SJT 

Sudbrook ST5087 2024 Near edge of cliff Small patch EW, AW 

Brockwells Farm, 
Caldicot 

ST471896 2024 Meadow c.50 OK 

 

 

  



Monmouthshire Rare Plant Register 2025 

38 

Bromus secalinus Rye Brome Pawrwellt Bach 

GB Status: Near Threatened 
Welsh Status: Near Threatened 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce, Abundant in places 

An archaeophyte that was probably introduced with 

grain. Evans states it is rare in the vice-county citing 

only two records. However since then it has had a 

resurgence in arable fields, seemingly once again 

present in seed mixes and present in over 40 tetrads. 
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Bupleurum tenuissimum Slender HŀǊŜΩǎ-ear Paladr Trwyddo Eiddilddail 

GB Status: Vulnerable, Scarce 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable, Section 7, LBAP Species 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

A plant of coastal grassland where the site is 

inundated by spring tides. The long stretch of the 

Severn Estuary in the south of the vice-county 

provides suitable habitat for the species thus it is not 

scarce in the vice-county. Wade only recorded one 

site at Magor. Evans cites 14 tetrad records and the 

status today is little changed. 
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Butomus umbellatus Flowering-rush Brwyn Blodeuog 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

This native plant grows on the edge of rivers and reens that are often quite eutrophic. Its stronghold in the 

vice-county is along the River Wye and the reens of the Gwent levels. The southernmost limit of it on the 

Wye is by the church in Tintern; it does not grow along the tidal stretches of the river. The occurrence of 

the species in inland ponds is probably from plantings but where the species has obviously naturalised it 

has been recorded. It has been recorded in 27 tetrads. 
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Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed Tacglys y Perth 
subsp. roseatum 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; 37% of UK population 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A climbing plant that occurs in hedgerows especially in the east of the vice-county. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

West of Llanhennock ST345925 1992 Hedge  TGE 

Llandegfedd Reservoir SO329004 2013 Reservoir shore  PRG 

Barecroft Common ST41458674 2014 Hedge  PRG 

By Blackwall Reen, 
Magor 

ST4286 2014 Hedge  EW, PRG, TR 

Five Lanes ST4591 2016 Hedge  EW, AW 
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Campanula patula Spreading Bellflower Clychlys Ymledol 

GB Status: Endangered, Scarce 
Welsh Status: Critically Endangered, Section 7 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

Wade regarded this plant of open areas in woodland and hedge banks as locally frequent although most 

ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜŀǊ aƻƴƳƻǳǘƘΦ .ȅ 9ǾŀƴǎΩ CƭƻǊŀ ƛƴ нллт ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 

records are from a garden on Lydart Hill near Penallt and in Highmeadow Wood/Reddings Inclosure. The 

species has been seen at various locations at the latter site since well before 1970 but by 2020 it was very 

rare and surveys in 2022 failed to find any plants. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Berllan-helgy SO403103 1973   BMF 

Reddings Inclosure SO533131 1985 Wood edge, track  TGE 

Penrhos SO4111 1987   LP 

Gwern Ddu ST402976 1987  2-3 TGE 

Lydart SO4908 1988 Wood path 1 JFH 

CƛŘŘƭŜǊΩǎ 9ƭōƻǿ SO5213 1992  c.10 BJG 

Reddings Inclosure SO535133 1997 Wood edge, track 3 TGE 

Lower Hael Wood SO530077 2003 Forest track 20 to 2 TGE 

Highmeadow Wood SO541132 2003 Wood edge Many to 1 
MARK, CK, 

TGE 

Reddings Inclosure SO532135 2018 Wood edge, track 1-2 MO, JPW 

Lydart Hill 
SO49904 
SO5009 

2021 Garden 50+ NBG 
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Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower Clychlys Dail Danadl 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This plant of base-rich woods and hedges was regarded by Wade as rare except in the north-east where it 

was locally frequent. He gave 15 sites for it whilst Evans recorded it in 16 tetrads, mainly in the north and 

east. Whether it has been under-recorded since 2000 or it has declined is unclear but we have records in 

only six tetrads. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Stanton SO3121 2005   JW 

Pwll Du, Blaenavon SO21K 2011   CHa 

Cwm Coed y Cerrig SO28962111 2011   TGE, CT 

Cwm Coed y Cerrig SO2921 2012 Wet wood 2-3 RR 

Lady Park Wood SO5414 2014   SJT, EW 

Penallt Old Church SO5210 2017 Wall  SJT 

Penallt ς two sites SO5209 2025 Wall; bank by road 2 SJT 
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Cardamine impatiens Narrow-leaved Bitter-cress Berwr Chwerw Culddail 

GB Status: Near Threatened, Scarce 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; Edge of range 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

A bitter-cress with distinctive leaves, found in shady 

woodland on limestone. It occurs mainly in the Wye 

Valley, scattered around the Wyndcliff/Blackcliff area 

and in Lady Park Wood but also along the old railway 

line as between Whitebrook and Penallt. Away from 

the Wye Valley it was found in Coed Robert near 

Bryngwyn. It has been recorded in 16 tetrads. 
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Carduus tenuiflorus Slender Thistle Ysgallen Flodfain 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

A rare coastal plant, usually found growing on the sea wall along the Severn Estuary. At Newport Docks it 

was growing in cracks in old concrete behind the sea wall on waste ground. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Whitson/Goldcliff ST377823 1993 Sea wall 1-5 TGE 

East of Porton House ST3982 1993 Sea wall 5 TGE 

Rhymney Great Wharf ST2377/78 1995 Sea wall <50 TGE 

Newport Docks ST3184 2009 Concrete by sea wall 19 SJT 

Rhymney Great Wharf ST245784 2010 Sea wall 1-5 TGE, CT 

Peterstone Great 
Wharf 

ST254790 2020 Sea wall  BS 

Peterstone Great 
Wharf 

ST262795 2021 Sea wall  BS, DC 

 

 

  



Monmouthshire Rare Plant Register 2025 

46 

Carex acuta Slender Tufted-sedge Hesgen Tywysennau 

  Main/Meinion 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This uncommon sedge of marshes and the edge of rivers and ditches probably occurs sporadically along the 

River Wye between the Biblins and Brockweir. It is only in dry years that the river edge can be adequately 

surveyed.  

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Whitson ST3684 1985 Edge of reen 1-5 TGE 

R. Wye Brockweir SO538012 1988 ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ 1-5 EW 

Wye gorge near 
Biblins 

SO550143 1994 ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ 1-5 TGE 

R. Wye Llandogo SO5204 2010 ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ 1-5 TGE 

Llanmartin ST385894 2015 Marsh 1-5 SJT, EW 

R. Wye Llandogo SO5305 2018 ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ <20 SJT 

R. Wye Redbrook SO5309 2018 ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ <10 SJT 

R. Wye Penallt SO5210/5310 2018 ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜ <10 SJT 

R. Wye near Wyastone 
Leys 

SO527151 2025 Rocky islet in river 2-3 clumps MBG 

 

 

Carex arenaria Sand Sedge Hesgen y Tywod 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

A sedge of coastal sand dunes etc., this species also occurs inland often on disturbed ground. It was not 

mentioned in Wade and Evans had five sites for it. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Newport ST312853 1983 Marsh 1-5 TGE 

Aberbeeg SO209017 1987 Rail siding <50 EW, AW 

Pontypool Station SO301004 1989 Rail bank  EW, AW 

Cwm Du SO2502 1991 Coal waste  EW, AW 

Caldicot to 
Rogiet/Rogiet 

ST471876 
ST46758761 

2011 
2015 

Rail sidings  TGE, DH 

Big Pit, Blaenavon SO237093 2015 Path  EW, SJT 

Llantarnam ST3092 2016 Industrial estate <5 EW, AW 
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Carex digitata Fingered Sedge Hesgen Fyseddog 

GB Status: Scarce, Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Endangered 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This sedge of limestone woodland and tracks is mainly confined 

to three locations in the Wye Valley where it has been known 

since prior to 1970. Wade gave two additional locations 

(Reddings Inclosure and near Tintern Abbey) for the sedge but it 

has not been seen there recently. In 2024 a new location 

outside the Wye Valley was found. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Lady Park Wood SO54681453 2017 Cliff edge 1 clump TCGR, NH 

Coppice Mawr Wood ST4994 2024 Woodland bank 
Locally 

frequent 
EW, SJT 

Wyndcliff ST5297/ST5397 2025 Quarry 40+ TCGR 

Blackcliff ST533983 2025 Track side 50+ EW, AW 
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Carex distans Brown Sedge Hesgen Blodau Pell 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This is a plant of brackish grassland and wet meadows near the coast which Wade described as locally 

frequent by the Severn and on tidal banks of the Rivers Usk and Wye. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Magor near sewage 
works 

ST438848 1973 By reen 2 tufts TGE 

Peterstone Wentlooge ST285806 1974   PW, CS 

Newport Docks ST313384 1982 Marsh 1 tuft ? 

Sutton Farm by Severn ST30248173 2005   TGE 

Livox 
ST544976-
ST543973 

2012 By R. Wye  EW, AW 

St Brides Wentlooge ST296812 2013   PRG 

Maerdy ST2377 2013   PRG 

Goldcliff ST3782 2024 Base of sea wall 
Several 
patches 

EW, AW 

 

 

Carex divulsa Many-leaved Sedge Hesgen Lwyd 

subsp. leersi 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; Edge of range 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

Unlike the nominate subspecies which is widespread in the vice-county, this subspecies is restricted to 

calcareous banks and walls. Wade gave records from near Tintern, near Chepstow on the Usk Road and 

between Caerwent and Llanvair Discoed.  

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Sudbrook ST405873 1996 Bank 1-5 TGE 

Gilwern Hill SO247124 2002 Lime quarry 1 TGE 

Caerwent Roman wall ST468903 2002 Bank 1 patch CT,TGE 

St Arvans ST5196 2017 Rough ground  EW 

Mounton ST5193 2017 Wood edge  EW, AW 

MoD Caerwent 
ST4791, 4890/ 

4891 
2019 Banks 1 patch EW, SJT 
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Carex elata Tufted Sedge Hesgen Duswog 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This sedge grows by ditches, rivers and other wetlands but in Monmouthshire had been found only by two 

reens on the Gwent Levels (Evans). Since then it has been found at two sites in the west of the vice-county. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Crabtree Reen ST376850 1983 Reen edge  NCC 

Ystrad Mynach ST1592 2016 Lake edge  EW, SJT 

Bowleaze Reen 
Whitson 

ST337855 2017 Reen edge 40 EW, TGE, PRG 

Llanbradach ST1591 2018 Pond edge  EW, AW 

 

 

Carex elongata Elongated Sedge Hesgen Hir 

GB Status: Scarce 
Welsh Status: Endangered 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This sedge of shady pools is known from only one site in Monmouthshire ς at Coed Robert Wood near 

Bryngwyn. In 1992 there were 91 tussocks (RF) whilst 43 were counted in 1999 and 40-50 in 2005 (TGE, 

MARK, CK). A detailed survey in 2011 by PS-V revealed a minimum of 62 tussocks. She described the sedge 

as widespread around the edges and on rotten logs in two pools. It was still widespread on our visit in 2017. 

Reported grid references are SO396099, SO397098, SO396100. 
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Carex lepidiocarpa Long-stalked Yellow-sedge Hesgen Felen 

(C. viridula) 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

A species of base-rich flushes, this species is scarce in the county. It is often confused with Carex demissa 

and may be under-recorded. There are other records that are not included here because they have not 

been validated. Evans reported the records at the two sites shown below. The Cwm Coed y Cerrig (Pont y 

Spig) site was noted too by Wade. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Waun-y-pound SO151108 2002 Wet flush <10 TGE 

Pont-y-Spig SO288209 2002 Wet flush Many TGE, CT 

Coed-y-Cerrig SO2820 2006 Wet flush  GM, SDSB 

Magor ST428202 2025 Wet field 
Several 
clumps 

KN, DRG 

 

 

Carex montana Soft-leaved Sedge Hesgen Feddal 

GB Status: Least Concern, Scarce 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This small sedge grows in grassland overlying base-rich 

soils or limestone. Wade claimed that it was locally 

frequent at the Wyndcliff but it appears to be rare 

there as Evans found it only at two sites in 

ST5397/ST5398. Since then it has again been seen at 

just two sites at the Wyndcliff as shown below. 

However, there are also more recent records from Lady 

Park Wood. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Wyndcliff ST53979737 2012   DRG 

Wyndcliff ST5307397373 2013 Rock ledges 5 DRG 

Lady Park Wood 
SO548143/ 
SO549142 

2017  11 RB, TR 
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Carex pseudocyperus Cyperus Sedge Hesgen Gynffonnog 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Near Threatened 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

A plant of wet habitats including ponds, rivers, canals 

and reens. In this vice-county its stronghold is in the 

reens on the Gwent Levels. Wade described it as rare 

ŀƴŘ 9Ǿŀƴǎ ƘŀŘ нп ǘŜǘǊŀŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƛǘǎ ΨbŜŀǊ 

¢ƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘΩ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ ²ŀƭŜǎ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ 

established in Monmouthshire and is still recorded in 

24 tetrads. 
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Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge Hesgen Ylfinfain 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This sedge usually forms a fringe around ponds and lakes or grows in bogs and marshes. Wade described it 

as rare but some sites that he gave, such as Fairoak Pond and the Virtuous Well at Trellech, no longer 

support the species. Evans recorded it in only four tetrads. It favours the uplands being especially common 

at Waunafon Bog but occurs too by more lowland ponds such as that in Loysey/Wet Meadow Wood. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Catbrook SO5103 2008   SDSB 

Loysey Wood, Trellech SO4906 2010 Pond edge 
Locally 

frequent 
SJT 

Waunafon, Blaenavon 

SO219102/ 
SO216108/ 
SO220099/ 
SO223099/ 
SO220100 

2011 Bog 
Locally 

abundant 
SDSB 

Markham SO10Q 2012   CO 

Penpergwm Pond SO3209 2012 Pond edge  TGE, SJT 

Ebbw Vale SO1608 2014 Lake edge  SJT, EW 

Gallows Green SO2606 2024 Wetland edge Occasional TO, EW, SJT 

Cwm Coed y Cerrig SO2921 2024 Alder carr and bog Rare EW, AW 

Fairoak Pond ST5098 2024 Edge of lake 
Locally 

frequent 
EW, SJT 

Waun-y-pound SO1410 2025 Lake edge Occasional TO, EW, SJT 
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Carex vesicaria Bladder-sedge Hesgen Chwysigennaidd 

GB  Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

Bladder-sedge grows on wet peat, in marshes and in and 

around ponds, lakes and reservoirs. Evans noted it as present 

in 22 tetrads, mainly in the north, but since 2000 there have 

been very few records. Has this sedge been overlooked? 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Penpergwm Pond SO3209 2012  Rare TGE 

Llandegfedd Reservoir 
SO335003, 
SO335004 

2016 Marshy edge 
Locally 

frequent 

PRG, 

SJT 

Trostrey SO3605 2016 Lake edge Occasional SJT 

Y Graig, E of 
Glangrwyney 

SO2516 2023 Overgrown pond Abundant SJT, EW 

Rhyd-y-meirch SO3007 2024 Bog Occasional EW, SJT 

Punchbowl, Blorenge SO2811 2025 Large pond 
Locally 

frequent 
RBr, SJT, EW, 

WTB 
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Carex x A hybrid Sedge Hesgen Groesryw 

boenninghauseniana 
(C. paniculata x C. remota) 

GB Status: Data Deficient  
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This hybrid has only been recorded in wet woodland at Cwm Merddog, a Gwent Wildlife Trust reserve near 

Ebbw Vale at SO188063 in 1991 (Evans), and at Sudbrook ST5087 2021 (EW, AW). 

 

 

Carex x fulva A hybrid Sedge Hesgen Groesryw 

(C. hostiana x C. viridula) 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Bal Mawr SO2626 2002 Boggy flush <5 TGE 

WNW of Chapel Farm SO286208 2002 Boggy slope  TGE 

Bedwellty SO160059 2015 Boggy flush 1 EW, SJT 

      

 

 

Carex x involuta A hybrid Sedge Hesgen Groesryw 

(C. rostrata x C. vesicaria) 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status:  Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

One plant was recorded at Llwyn-y-celyn Bog ST479949, a SSSI, in 1983 (Evans). 

 

 

Carex x pseudoaxillaris A hybrid Sedge  Hesgen Groesryw 
(C. otrubae x C. remota) 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This hybrid sedge was found at the edge of a reen at Redwick ST414844 in 2014 (EW, AW). 
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Catabrosa aquatica Whorl-grass Brigwellt Troellennog 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

An aquatic species that Evans recorded in 25 tetrads, mostly in reens in the Gwent Levels but also at two 

inland sites in slow-moving ditches. Since 2000 either it has been overlooked or has seriously declined with 

just two recent records. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Llandevenny ST40558712 1999   TCGR 

St Brides Wentlooge ST2982 2004 Reens  CT 

Newport Wetlands 
Reserve, Uskmouth 

ST3383 2007 Ponds  RSK 

 

 

Centunculus minimus Chaffweed Gwlyddyn-mair Bach 

GB Status: Near Threatened 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

The first and only record to date was in 

June 2016 when two patches were found 

in gateways at SO415004 (a 10m x 5m 

patch) and SO414001 (a 5m x 5m patch) 

(JPW). 
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Cerastium diffusum Sea Mouse-ear Clust-y-llygoden Arfor 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This annual favours dry open sandy soil on the coast; inland it occurs on grassy banks and stony or rocky 

areas. Wade reported it from the Rhymney sea wall in ST27. The Sudbrook site has been known since 

before 1920 whilst there was a record at Troy Station, Monmouth close to where it was found in 2012. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Risca ST236914 1997 Quarry 3 TGE 

Blorenge SO263107 2000 Turf 5 TGE 

Ebbw Vale SO163101/2 2006 Pavement cracks  TGE 

Blaenavon SO25062808 2006 Disturbed ground  BS 

Monmouth SO513122 2012 On bridge 100+ HVC 

Tintern Abbey SO532002 2014 Car park 10+ CL 

Sudbrook ST504872 2014 Banks <5 EW, AW 

 

 

Ceratophyllum submersum Soft Hornwort Cyrnddail Meddal 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable 
Monmouthshire Status: Locally Rare 

Wade noted that this hornwort was a rare native, recorded only from Whitson, Marshfield and near 

Peterstone Wentllooge on the Gwent Levels. Evans also found it only in reens on the Levels where he 

believed it had declined due to lowering of the water table, deepening of the reens and dense vegetative 

growth. There are also recent records from inland ponds and lakes. In 2025 it was recorded again from 

Skinners Reen on the Gwent Levels. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Julians Reen, Goldcliff ST3585 1983 Reen  TGE 

Saltdene Farm and 

Red House Reen, 

Goldcliff 

ST3583 1983 Reens 10m TGE 

NW Rhymney Great 

Wharf 
ST273800 1988 Ditch  TGE 

Rhymney Great Wharf ST2377 1991 Reen  TGE 

W Ebbw Vale SO1409 2019 Pond  EW, SJT 

Punchbowl, Blorenge SO2811 2019 Lake Abundant EW, SJT 

Dingestow Court SO451098 2024 Green pond Abundant SDSB, CP 

Skinners Reen, Nash ST343837 2025 Reen Frequent EW, AW 
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Chara contraria  Opposite Stonewort 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

Frequent in shallow pools in limestone quarries etc. This is probably under-recorded. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Penhow Quarry ST4291 2016 Pool in quarry  EW, SJT 

Pwll Du SO2411 2017 Pond in old coal tip  EW, SJT 

Cwmtillery SO2106 2024 Pond  EW, TO, SJT 

 

 

Chara globularia Fragile Stonewort 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

Frequent in calcareous ponds and pools that do not dry out, occurring in deeper water than C. contraria. 

This is probably under-recorded. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Dingestow Court SO452095 2017 Lake Rare SDSB 

Canal at Crosskeys ST2397 2017 Canal  EW, AW 

Bowleaze Common ST3785 2017 Pool  EW, AW 

Penycoed ST1699 2019 Pond  EW, SJT 

Beacon Hill, Trellech SO5105 2019 Pond  EW, AW 

Cruglwyn coal tip SO1704 2019 
Concrete drainage 

channel 
 EW, SJT 

Bryn Bach Country 
Park 

SO1210 2024 Lake  EW, TO, SJT 
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Chara vulgaris Common Stonewort 

GB Status: Data Deficient 
Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

Often the first coloniser of new open pools and ponds, giving way to other aquatic species as the habitat 

matures. This is probably under-recorded. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Ebbw Vale old 
steelworks 

SO1708 2010 Pond  GWT 

Livox Quarry ST5497 2016 Lagoon  EW 

Crosskeys ST2391 2017 Quarry pool  EW, AW 

MoD Caerwent ST4792 2018 Pond  EW, SJT 

Pwll Du SO2410 2018 Pond  EW, SJT 

Penrhos Old Vicarage SO4111 2022 Pond  EW, SJT 

Penrhos Old Vicarage SO4211 2022 Pond  EW, SJT 

Great Crwys SO4316 2022 New pond  WTB 

Cwmtillery reservoir SO2207 2024 Upland reservoir  EW, TO, SJT 

 

 

Chenopodiastrum Maple-leaved Goosefoot Troed-yr-ȂȅŘŘ  

hybridum  Dail Masarn 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This is a rare goosefoot of disturbed ground. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

La Cuesta, Chepstow ST528936 2003 Garden 1-5 TGE 

Clytha SO3709 2018 Maize field 1-5 SJT 

The Nurtons, Tintern SO535011 2025 Smallholding 10 EW, AW 
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Circaea x intermedia ¦ǇƭŀƴŘ 9ƴŎƘŀƴǘŜǊΩǎ  Llysia-Steffan yr Ucheldir 

(C. alpine x C. lutetiana) Nightshade 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This hybrid occurs mainly in the uplands in rocky shady woodland, often on limestone. Wade gave just two 

records ς Penygarn Wood, Pontypool and Craig yr Hafod near Blaenavon. It was seen at the last site up to 

1987. Evans reported it in 11 tetrads including those shown below. All except the patches in Wentwood 

were in the western uplands. Since 2000 there have been only three records. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

S of Plasycoed Farm SO256009 1985 Wood  RF 

Waun Cern-y-Defail SO275097 1987 Wood  RF 

Craig yr Hafod SO2710 1987 Wood  TGE 

W of Coed y Prior 

Common 
SO2710 1987 Wood by stream  TGE 

Cwm du SO260020 1987 Shady roadside  TGE 

Blackwood, Sirhowey 

valley 
ST177965 1990 Wood  RF 

Darren Wood, 

Wentwood 

ST405944 

ST408946 
1997 Wood 2 patches TGE 

Crumlin ST2099 2016 Wood edge c.6 EW, AW 

Cwmcarn ST222957 2016 Cemetery c.6 EW, AW 

Cil-lonnydd, E of 
Newbridge 

ST2297 2017 Woodland  EW, AW 
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Cirsium eriophorum Woolly Thistle Ysgallen Wlanog 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; At the west of the British range  
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This thistle favours dry calcareous grassland and scrub. Apart from old records at Machen and Newport, 

most records have come from the area around Magor and Rogiet. At the Rogiet site there were 20 plants in 

2010 but just one in 2017. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Plas Machen Farm ST2387 1985 Ridge 1 ? 

Glasllwch ST2987 1988  1 ? 

East of visitor centre ST2393 1993 Verge  ? 

Rectory Meadow, 
Rogiet 

ST456887 2002 Wood edge 18 TGE, CT 

Common-y-coed ST438885 2005 Grass ridge >30 CT 

Upper Grange Farm, 
Magor 

ST42548793 2005 Bank 43 TGE, CT 

Blaenau SO21990691 2015  1 MO 

Rogiet ST45628875 2017 Field 1 TGE 

Magor ST429887 2018  24 EW, AW 

Salisbury Farm ST43098902 2018 Field 34 EW, AW 

Monmouth SO5012 2021   SJW 

 

 

Clinopodium acinos Basil Thyme  Brenhinllys y Maes 

GB Status: Vulnerable 
Welsh Status: Vulnerable, Section 7 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This is a plant of bare or sparsely grassy areas on calcareous substrates. Wade described it as rare, listing 

just three sites ς Lady Park Wood, Magor and Grey Hill at Wentwood. There were no records from 1942 

until 2011. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

E Undy rail shunting 
area 

ST449875 2011   TGE, CT 

Pant-yr-eos Reservoir ST2591 2015 
Amongst the boulders 

forming the sides of the 
reservoir 

100s EW, AW 

 

 



Monmouthshire Rare Plant Register 2025 

61 

Clinopodium ascendens Common Calamint Brenhinllys 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This species grows on dry banks, walls and rock faces on limestone. Wade describes it as rare and Evans 

had it in 12 tetrads. It appears to have declined a little and is always at risk from wall cleaning etc. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Far Hearkening Rock SO524145 2011 Rock faces Several TGE, CT 

White Castle SO3716 2014 Walls of moat 50+ EW, SJT 

Grosmont Castle SO4024 2016 
Castle walls and 

surrounds 
Several EW, AW 

Caerwent ST4690/4790 2017 Roman walls Several EW, AW 

Minnetts/Slade Wood ST4589 2017 Old quarry Several EW, SJT 

W of Abergavenny SO2814 2019 
River path by 
monument 

 SJT, EW 

Llanvair Discoed ST4592 2020 
Footpath into Cuhere 

Wood 
 LM 

 

 

Clinopodium Lesser Calamint Brenhinllys Bach 

(Calamintha) nepeta 

GB Status: Vulnerable; Scarce 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

This was found on old rail ballast near the Severn Tunnel Junction. Although much of the site has been 

destroyed to create another car park for the railway station, some plants still survived in 2023 east of the 

new car park. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Rogiet Countryside 
Park 

ST4687 2023 Rail ballast 
Several 
patches 

EW, SJT 
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Colchicum autumnale Meadow Saffron  Saffrwm y Ddôl 

GB Status: Near Threatened 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; Edge of range 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

This is a plant of old pastures and the edges of 

woodland and hedgerows. In Monmouthshire it is 

found mainly in the north-east. The decline noted by 

Evans has apparently continued. Meadow Saffron was 

found in only 24 tetrads since 2000 compared with in 

35 tetrads noted by Evans. The losses have been in the 

southern half of the vice-county.  
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Comarum (Potentilla) Marsh Cinquefoil Pumnalen-y-gors 
palustre 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare, possibly Extinct? 

This is a species that grows in wetland habitats. The 

only known location in Monmouthshire has long been 

known (Wade). However, by 2023 CHa and CT 

found no sign of the species at the pond which 

was invaded by willows. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Llanfoist Farm SO295129 2003 Pond <50 TGE, CT 
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Convallaria majalis Lily-of-the-valley [ƛƭƛΩǊ Dyffrynnoedd 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Wales is at the west end of its national range 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce  

This scarce plant grows in calcareous woods. Wade referred to 18 sites but many of these appear to have 

now gone. In addition to the sites given in the table below, there were established small populations in 

habitats adjacent to cottages that had clearly resulted from garden escapes or deliberate planting as at 

Penallt Old Church, at Little  Mill, near Raglan Castle and at Clytha. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Coombe Valley Wood ST4692 1976 Woodland  TGE 

Bigsweir SO5305 2001   MCC 

Woods, Llanmelin Hill 
Fort 

ST459926 2009 Woodland  TGE 

Wyndcliff ST538978 2012 Wood 50 EW, AW 

Penperlleni SO32670507 2017 Wood edge c.200 MO 

Hadnock Quarry SO542152 2018 Near quarry <50 ? 

Cwm Merddog SO1806 2021 Woodland Occasional EW, SJT, KN 

Cleddon SO5103 2025 Lane verges  EW, AW, SJT 

Blackcliff 
ST532984/ 

533981 
2025 Woodland; road verge 1000 EW, AW 
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Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn Draenen Wen Lefn 

GB Status: Least Concern 

Welsh Status: Data Deficient 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Brockwells ST470895 1995 Hedge 3 CT 

Mounton ST517927 1995 Drive c.10 TGE 

Llangua churchyard SO389256 1997 Churchyard 1 TGE 

Dingestow SO457088 2010   SDSB 

Dingestow Court SO447096 2017 In old hedge 1 SDSB 

 

 

Crepis paludosa aŀǊǎƘ IŀǿƪΩǎ-beard Gwalchlys-y-gors 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; At southern edge of national range in Wales 
Monmouthshire Status: Rare/Extinct? 

This is a plant of wet meadows in the south of Britain. It was not mentioned in Wade and the record below 

is the only extant record. It has not been seen in recent years so may be extinct. 

Location 
Grid 

reference 
Year last 

seen 
Habitat No. plants Recorders 

Afon Cibi, Sugar Loaf SO286173 2002 Shady stream 100 TGE 
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Crithmum maritimum Rock Samphire Corn-ŎŀǊǿΩǊ Môr 

GB Status: Least Concern 
Welsh Status: Least Concern; 32% of GB population is 
in Wales 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

A plant of rocky coast lines. Wade described it as rare 

with only two sites, Evans had 9 tetrads so it appears 

to have increased since then and is now in 16 tetrads. 
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Cyperus longus Galingale Ysnoden-Fair 

GB Status: Near Threatened, Scarce 
Welsh Status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Not Scarce 

Galingale occurs by the edges of lakes and ponds; it 

appears to be widely planted too, especially at fishing 

ponds and lakes. It has been recorded in 13 tetrads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cyperus longus (Galingale)

2 653

1

1

4

3

2

7

8

9

4

SO

ST

Records for Year <2000 [2km]

Records for Year >=2000 [2km]

All Records



Monmouthshire Rare Plant Register 2025 

68 

Cystopteris fragilis Brittle Bladder-fern Ffiolredynen Frau 

GB Status: Least Concern  
Welsh status: Least Concern 
Monmouthshire Status: Scarce 

This is a small fern distributed in the west of the vice-county except for records at one site up to 2025 in the 

east on the walls of the old furnace in Tintern. It grows in shady rocks and on walls. Wade described it as 

rare to locally frequent and Evans had it in 34 tetrads. It appears to have declined since then with only nine 

tetrad records. It may have been under-recorded, but it has been looked for quite extensively. The 

distribution is shown on the map below. 
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